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Draft Minutes 

 
A meeting of the of the Full Council was held on Tuesday 13th December 2022 at The 
Reading Room, Chailey Green at 7.30 pm. 
 
Present:  Chair: Cllr E. Berry 
Cllrs P. Olbrich, S. Avery, M. Evans, K. Jordan, N. Belcher and R. Penfold. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Public Present: ESCC Cllr M. Milligan and Mr M. Berry 
 
In attendance: Ms D. King, Clerk. 
 
22/183.Apologies for Absence: Cllrs J. Millam, M. Lethem, M. Cornwall and J. Tregenza  
 
22/184.Declarations of interest:  

Cllr Berry declared that as a resident she had an interest in Item 6. 
Cllr Jordan declared that as a potential future beneficiary of the graveyard he had an 
interest in Item 14. 

 
22/169.Questions/Comments from members of the public: Cllr Milligan reported 
that he had received a number of complaints about the condition of the A275 in 
South Chailey due to the mud on the road.  This appeared to be cleared now. 
 

22/185.Items considered as a matter of urgency: None 
 

22/186.To agree the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15th  
November 2022 
The minutes of the Full Council Meeting were agreed as being true and accurate. 
Proposed by Cllr Olbrich and seconded by Cllr Avery. All in favour. 
 

22/187. To receive an update on Section 106 monies for New Heritage Way. 
Mr Berry spoke to the meeting with regards to a variation request to use s106 money 
to carry out a feasibility study to increase the parking provision within the New 
Heritage Way (NHW) development which would enable the hire of the chapel with 
sufficient parking.  Mr Berry reported that he had had an email correspondence with 
ESCC and LDC with regards to producing an amended order.  The Clerk had 
forwarded this correspondence to Cllrs.  Leigh Palmer of LDC had suggested that the 
Management Company of NHW should draft the amended order.  ESCC had 
contacted Taylor Wimpy (TW) to confirm that they would be happy to amend the 
s106 order, Taylor Wimpy had requested further information.  Mr Berry proposed that 
the NHW Management Committee draft a proposal to go to TW which Chailey PC 
could comment on before sending to TW.   
 
Cllr Evans felt that the proposed amendment was within the original outline of works 
which were to be within the ward and an improvement to the public highways.  Cllrs 
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agreed that a draft amendment proposal for TW was the next stage in the process 
and would be placed on the agenda for a future meeting for Chailey PC to comment 
on when drafted. 

 
22/188.To receive and if thought fit approve financial reports for October 2022. 

The financial reports were agreed as being true and accurate. Proposed by Cllr 
Jordan and seconded by Cllr Evans. All in favour. 

 

22/189.To receive and agree budget for 2023/24 and approve precept on the billing 
authority for the year 2023/24. (attached).    
The first draft of the budget was considered at the November meeting and was 
presented by the Clerk with minor amendments for approval.  It was noted that the 
budget was an increase on previous years.  2021/22 and 2022/23 had had the same 
precept figure and were deficit budgets.  The General Reserve was now at a level 
that the Council’s Standing Orders stated was the minimum level to hold.  The Clerk 
reported that a budget for a contested election in May 2023 had not been included 
and that if contested costs above the Ear Marked Reserve would have to be met by 
the General Reserve.  The proposed budget would approximate at around a15p per 
week increase for a Band D Council Taxpayer in Chailey. 
 
Discussion was held with regards to the Small Grants Budget and whether this could 
be reduced.  Cllrs agreed that the Small Grants were one of the effective ways of 
supporting the Community of Chailey and were therefore reluctant to reduce this.  It 
was agreed to review the agreements with the Parish Hall over 2023/24. 
 
Cllrs proposed that the rent for Grazing should be raised, it had remained the same 
for many years.  It was proposed to increase the rent by £50 per annum. 
 
It was proposed to agree the budget, with the amendments above, by Cllr Avery. 
Seconded by Cllr Belcher.  6 In favour 1 against.  Motion carried. 

 

22/190.To discuss issues with regards to Graffiti within the Parish. (Cllr Berry) 
 Further to the report of Graffiti on the wooden bus shelters brought to the November 

meeting Cllr Berry informed the Council that additional instances of Graffiti had 
occurred.  In particular on the road sign at the junction of A275 and Warrs Hill Road.  
Cllr Olbrich reported graffiti on the back of the basketball net at Rowheath.  The Clerk 
was liaising with contractors to remove the Graffiti on the bus shelters and discuss 
applying an anti-graffiti treatment once this had been done.  Cllr Berry is trying to 
arrange a meeting with the Police to discuss the situation.  The Clerk requested that 
instances of Graffiti be reported to her so she could keep a central record. 

  
22/191.To note Election 2023 timetable and introduction of Elector ID requirements. 

The Clerk circulated the proposed timetable to Cllrs at the meeting.  Cllr Berry asked 
Cllrs who were considering not standing again to let the Clerk know.  Cllrs asked 
where the Election Packs would be available from.  The Clerk confirmed she would 
obtain packs for Councillors to collect from the Reading Room.  It was noted that 
Councillors must deliver nomination papers by hand to Southover House, Lewes.  
 
The Clerk drew attention to the fact that this was the first election where photo ID 
would be required.  For electors without photo ID an application can be made online 
for a voter authority certificate (VAC).  This process is not yet live.  The Clerk will 
write a piece about this for Chailey News. 
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22/192.To consider issues regarding speeding traffic and action available to reduce this 
with particular reference to Mill Lane.  (Cllr Evans) 

 Cllr Evans spoke to the paper that had been circulated via email to Cllrs with regards 
to action available to the Parish regarding speeding on Mill Lane.  ESCC had reported 
that Mill Lane did not meet the benchmark for them to introduce traffic calming.  
Community Match could be considered, but a speed survey would need to be carried 
out at a cost of £500-800 to the Parish.  It would not be worth undertaking a survey 
unless the Parish could provide the community match for traffic calming.   

 
 Cllr Belcher reported that Speedwatch had applied to the Police for 3 observation sites 

related to Mill Lane but had not had approval yet.  Cllr Belcher reported that 
Speedwatch had some new volunteers following their recent article in Chailey News. 

 
 Cllr Belcher expressed his frustration with ESCC Highways as they will not consider 

the cheapest option of changing the signage on Mill Lane to a lower mph.  Cllr Milligan 
confirmed that Chailey was the only village on the A275 that did not have a 30 mph 
speed restriction. Cllr Milligan has had some information regarding traffic speeds etc 
in Chailey, it was not that recent though.  Cllr Milligan to forward information. 

 
 Cllr Olbrich proposed that the Clerk to investigate if CIL can cover these costs.  It was 

agreed to bring back to the next meeting. 
 
22/193.To consider memorial bench requests.  (Cllr Belcher) 
 Cllr Belcher reported that the Chailey Commons Society and landowners had been 

Consulted with regards to additional benches on the Commons.  It was felt that there 
were enough benches already and that additional benches would detract from the 
wild/unspoilt nature of the Commons.  It may be possible to install benches at the 
Sports Ground or that if a memorial bench was replacing an existing bench that was 
in poor repair, then this could be done.   

 
Cllr Berry referred to the updated Memorial Bench policy regarding the type of 
benches allowed. 
 
As families installing benches were responsible for their ongoing maintenance it was 
thought important to advise them that there had been instances of vandalism at the 
Sports Ground in the past. 
 
The proposed Markstakes bench will be a replacement bench in agreement with the 
family of the current bench.  The Memorial Common bench would be an additional 
bench. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Olbrich to object to an additional bench on Memorial 
Common.  Seconded Cllr Jordan.  All in favour. 
 
The Clerk suggested it maybe of value to carry out a survey of benches on the 
Common using what three words app to identify where and in what condition current 
benches are in. 

 

22/194.To discuss arrangements for public meeting on 7th January to promote 
applications for CIL funded projects to present to Lewes District Council CIL 
funding round in 2023/24. (Cllr Berry) 
The meeting will take place from 10 am to 1 pm in the Reading Room. Cllr Berry has 
arranged to set up a small display of some historical photos of Chailey.  The Clerk 
has written to a number of Groups who may have infrastructure projects to propose.  
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An article has been sent to Chailey News.  Cllrs Tregenza, Jordan, Avery and Berry 
have offered to be in attendance. 

 
22/195.To consider the request from St. Peters Church for financial assistance with 

graveyard maintenance. (attached) 
 The Councillors confirmed that as an asset to the Community the Parish would wish to 

assist the Church if possible.  The position with small grants and the ability to grant to 
Churches to be confirmed by the Clerk. 

 
 Cllr Penfold wondered if this would be a suitable project for the Community Payback 

Service and would send details to the Clerk.  Cllr Berry to report back to the Church-
warden. 

  
22/196.To receive verbal reports from Councillors on their areas of responsibility 

and/or on their involvement with village organisations. 
Cllr Olbrich had met with Playdale on site to discuss location of the new piece of play 
equipment.  It was felt that the original position on flat ground may not be welcomed 
by Wilding Farmhouse.  It was proposed to inform the residents of Wilding 
Farmhouse of the location proposed and that the Roundabout could be located 
elsewhere but that this would require additional works to level the ground and 
therefore incur additional costs that they may wish to contribute to. 
Cllr Olbrich reported that Cllr Millam and the tree surgeon were due to meet on site 
last week.  No further information was available.  There was general concern about 
the condition of trees at Rowheath and Councillors thought a survey would be of 
benefit. 
Cllr Olbrich was concerned that the condition of the 5 Bells was deteriorating whilst 
empty and requested the Clerk contact the owners to confirm that it was due to 
reopen in the New Year. 
Cllr Olbrich was aware that the poor weather had delayed the final cut of the pitches 
at the Sports Ground.  The Clerk confirmed that she had made the contractors aware 
that the Sports Clubs were concerned that a final cut had not been carried out. 
Cllr Berry was thanked for the Christmas drinks held last week. 
Cllr Berry reported that a date had not yet been received for the disconnection of the 
Telephone Box enabling it’s movement. 

 
22/197.Risk implications to note and consider any implications arising from the 

Council’s duty under section 17(1) of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998  None. 
 
22/198.Confidential matters: to consider a resolution to exclude the press and public 

from the meeting in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to meetings) Act 1960 in order to discuss items of a confidential or 
commercially sensitive nature. None. 

 
23/199.To note the date of the next meeting: Tuesday 17th January 2023 at 7.30pm in 

The Reading Room, Chailey Green. There being no further business the meeting 
closed at 21.30 

 
 
 
Signed:       Date: 
Chair 
 


