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Minutes 

 
A meeting of the of the Full Council was held on Wednesday 20th October 2021 at  
St Peter’s Church, Chailey Green. 
 
Present:  Chair: Cllr. K. Jordan 

Cllrs. S. Avery, N Belcher, E Berry, M. Cornwall, M. Evans, M. Lethem,  
J. Millam, P Olbrich, R. Penfold. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Public present: None. 
 
In attendance: Mrs B. Newell, Clerk 
 
21/158.Apologies for absence: Cllr J.Tregenza. 
 
21/159.Declarations of interest: None 
 
21/160.Questions/comments from members of the public: 

CPC received an impromptu, but very welcome visit from Chris and Hannah from the 
Local Constabulary, who came to update the Council on activity within the area. 
Chris and Hannah normally work on the coast and district wise this is the busier area. 
As we approach the north, crime becomes slightly less. Therefore, police resources 
are mostly centred on coastal areas. However, the Police are trying to put in as many 
patrols as they can in the “hotspots” of our area, one of which is the George V play 
area in Newick.  
 
Chris explained that there is a specific Rural Crime Team who target countryside 
crimes. Up to date contact details will be provided to the Clerk on where to locate the 
more specialised units when a rural crime occurs. Rural crime also covers drug 
dealing, and should be reported 
 
There have been few reports of crime in Chailey; although there was a spate of 
vandalism to the sports club, but much less frequent now that the Council have 
bought and installed tougher doors and put in CCTV. Chris said that checks were 
made in the summer with reports of youths on the sports club roof. Direct patrol 
activities have been put in place, which means that more officers will be put into 
places where there is anti-social behaviour. It is important that incidents are reported 
to 101, if not, then resources will not be placed in those areas that may require 
attention.   
 
Police resources are limited within the districts; therefore, they do rely on reports that 
come from the public – from which they can then build a picture and gauge an idea 
as to what is going on. Options for calling the Police are 101 for a non-emergency 
and 999 for an emergency.  
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Operation Blitz is a scheme that is run on Friday and Saturday nights; this is when a 
group from the Police go out to areas in a van with a contactable telephone number – 
if someone in the district is witnessing anti-social behaviour rather than phoning 101, 
they can ring 07989 188960  which goes straight to the van and can be responded to 
immediately, this is a quick and effective way of dealing with problematic issues. 
 
Operation Downsway deals with anti-social driving (something that occurs frequently 
in Chailey). Chris will report the speeding problems to the Sergeant of Operation 
Downsway and ask for further assistance in tackling speeding problems. The Council 
agreed that it would be helpful to see the police doing checks.  
 
Cllr Evans mentioned the problem with motorbikes roaring through the village 
creating high levels of noise. This is an on-going problem for the village. 

 
21/161.Items considered as a matter of urgency:  

• Cllr Evans reported that Highways have been in touch to ask that the mirror sited on 
the highway in Warrs Hill Road (opposite the exit from the New Heritage) be taken 
down as it contravenes ESCC’s policy on traffic mirrors. Clerk to write to Directors of 
the New Heritage and advise of situation and to bring the matter back to the next 
SLR meeting. To note Cllr Evans has written to Highways to ask if they would 
consider putting in a white line at the access/exit to the New Heritage. At the same 
time, he asked them to re-consider the mirror remaining where it is or if it must be 
removed, then to be replaced as it does help considerably with visibility.  

 

• Cllr Evans (and Cllr Tregenza) were contacted by Cllr d’Arienzo, Chair of Hamsey 
Parish Council. Cllr d’Arienzo is trying to get landowners and ESCC together to look 
into an overland walk/cycle route from South Chailey to Cooksbridge and then onto 
Lewes. Cllr d’Arienzo is also in the process of working with Cycle Lewes to engage 
technical guidance on the best route across landscape challenges. 

 
Cllr d’Arienzo is interested to know if CPC have ever investigated shared use cycle 
routes. She mentioned that longer routes which could pick up more users would be 
favoured by Sustrans, who are a UK walking and cycling charity. Connecting South 
Chailey to Cooksbridge Railway station would enable commuters to cycle to the 
Station rather than driving and having to find parking.  Cycle paths would also be 
beneficial to the students attending Chailey School for all sorts of reasons.  

 
Cllr Evans informed the Council that he had replied to Cllr d’Arienzo saying that this 
is an aspiration in the Neighbourhood Plan (Non-Statutory Community Aspirations). 
CPC therefore support Hamsey’s plans on this project.  

 
To note, the Clerk will investigate progress to the footpath from Hamsey to South 
Chailey that was recommended as part of the new development in Hamsey. 

 

• The Clerk informed the Council that Chris Fisher, Chair of the Allotments has been in 
touch regarding a leaking tap which has been on-going for the past couple of years. 
The Council asked the Clerk to contact a Plumber to investigate the problem. 

 

• The Clerk informed the Council that Dan Lillywhite has given a price for the removal 
of a tree on the track leading to Dove Cottage (discussed under item 21/147 at the 
September FC Meeting). He has quoted £250.00. Dan has noticed a few other trees 
that need attention. He has offered to do all trees at the same time for £500. The 
Council accepted his quote. To note, once work is done, Clerk will forward an invoice 
to Lewes District Council for reimbursement.  
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• Cllr Cornwall and Cllr Millam very kindly investigated venues outside the village for 
the Council Christmas party, both sounded excellent. However, Cllr Jordan thought 
that we should remain in the village and support the one and only remaining pub. The 
majority of the Council voted to keep the party local. 

 
21/162.To agree the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the September2021:  

Clerk to follow through item 21/154 and invite members from LDC to the next Full 
Council meeting to discuss S106 monies re New Heritage. The minutes of the Full 
Council Meeting were agreed as being true and accurate. Proposed by Cllr Evans, 
seconded by Cllr Belcher. All in favour. 

 
21/163. To receive and if thought fit approve the financial reports for September 
             2021:  

The financial reports were agreed as being true and accurate. Proposed by Cllr 
Avery and seconded by Cllr Berry. All in favour. To note, the Clerk still hasn’t 
received the £500.00 from the Larkins production. Cllr Evans to chase. 
 

21/164.To receive the Clerk’s briefing to Full Council findings of PKF Littlejohn AGAR 
Completion report 2021: 
The Clerk reported that the external audit report for 2020/21 is in accordance with 
proper practices. However, PKF have advised that we did not meet with Regulation 
15 and failed to publish exercise of public rights in the time period that they 
recommend. The Clerk said that we could not publicise in the recommended time 
until the internal auditor had made all of his checks. The Clerk has written to PKF to 
advise them of this. 

  
21/165.Council to decide on which option they require for next year’s urban grass 

 cutting service: 
The Clerk pointed out that this year several people have made comments about rapid 
growth of vegetation that has obscured the vision of drivers in some parts of the 
village, and wondered whether next year the Council would consider Option 2 of the 
cutting service which is to receive four additional cuts (making 6) from ESCC at a 
cost of £1,691. The third option is a self-delivery service where the Parish Council 
would take on the responsibility to deliver all urban grass cutting in the area. ESCC 
would pay the Parish Council £845 to do this. The Council acknowledged that this 
year has been an exceptional year for growth, but wish to remain with Option 1, 
which is two free cuts delivered by ESCC over the course of the year. Proposed by 
Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Jordan, all in favour. 
 

21/166.Council to consider a “thank you” card from Chailey Brownies and Rainbows  
for small grant received:  
Cllr Evans had received a magnificent card from the Brownies and Rainbows to say 
thank you for the small grant received in the summer. The Council were delighted 

and asked the Clerk to put the artwork on Parish Council media outlets. 
 
 

21/167.Council to decide on a replacement for Cllr Lethem as the representative to the 
Village Hall: 
Due to work commitments, Cllr Lethem is stepping down as the Council 
representative on the Village Hall Committee. Cllr Cornwall kindly offered to take on 
this role, which the Council thanked him for. Clerk to notify the Village Hall 
accordingly. 
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21/168.Cllr Lethem to update the Council on latest developments regarding the 
 proposed Eton development in the parish of East Chiltington: 
Cllr Lethem reported that there has been little activity on the proposed development. 
Everyone is now waiting for Lewes District Council to give feedback on the Land 
Availability Assessment (LAA) which was carried out earlier in the year, and to see 
whether Eton land gets through the initial stage of the LAA.  We do not expect to 
hear the outcome of this until next year. However, Cllr Lethem has received an email 
from the Chair of Plumpton Parish Council saying that the developers have 
requested a meeting to update on progress. We are not sure if other parish councils 
have received contact from the developers, certainly CPC has not. Cllr Lethem feels 
that there is little to be gleaned from engaging with the developers until we know 
more from the LAA. The Council agreed with Cllr Lethem and felt it wise not to have 
contact at this stage. Cllr Lethem will pass this view to Plumpton Parish Council. 
 

21/169.Cllr Jordan to update Council members on discussions with the Bonfire 
 Society on a suitable location to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 celebrations: 
The Jubilee celebrations, as stipulated by the Palace have to be lighting a Beacon at 
9.00pm on the 2nd June or a bonfire. The Bonfire Society are very happy to build a 
bonfire and have suggested that the field by the Village Hall where the St George’s 
celebrations take place would be a suitable spot. Cllr Millam thought that the Sports 
field would be a better position and rather than light a bonfire, a beacon would be a 
better option so that it can be seen. The Council are aware that there is a beacon 
somewhere in the village but not sure where. Cllr Jordan will mention this to the 
Bonfire Society.  
 
Cllr Jordan with the Council’s agreement will approach the official authorities to 
register the Chailey beacon/bonfire.  
 
The Council appreciate the work that the Bonfire Society are putting into this, and it 
was suggested by Cllr Belcher that in next year’s Small Grants, the Council consider 
a larger sum when donating.   
 
Cllr Jordan went on to say that this year the Bonfire Society will also be putting up a 
Christmas tree on the village green. They are also hoping to hold a carol service 
around the tree.  
 

21/170.Cllr Jordan to report back to Council on recent discussions with St Peter’s 
 Church regarding a Distress Fund for the village: 
Chailey Parish Council do not have full financial competence to make a donation to 
the Distress Fund. However, Cllr Jordan has discussed with our Auditor and ESALC 
the idea of donating to the Church for allowing us to use the Church as a meeting 
venue for parish council meetings during the pandemic. This would be on the 
understanding that the money goes to the Distress Fund to help those in the village 
who may have struggled during the outbreak of the virus. The Auditor and ESALC 
are satisfied with this proposal and the Church have confirmed that if money were to 
be donated, then it would go to the Distress Fund. Cllr Jordan therefore proposed to 
use this route and to donate £1,000. Seconded by Cllr Evans, all in favour. 

 
21/171.To receive verbal reports from Councillors on their area(s) of responsibility 

and/or on their involvement with village organisations: 

• Cllr Olbrich confirmed that an order has now been sent to Playdale for the play 
equipment. Playdale would charge £195.00 to inspect the playground annually. The 
Council thought it worthwhile to have this done. Since the meeting, the Clerk has 
spoken with LDC who make playground inspections free of charge.  



 

5 
        Initials:                                                                       Date: 

 
Cllr Olbrich reminded the Council that at a recent meeting it was suggested that the 
new playground be named in honour of the Queen’s jubilee; “The Queen Elizabeth 
Platinum Playground”. Playdale will need to know the name we choose so that they 
can prepare the sign. Cllr Jordan will seek permission from the appropriate sources, 
ie the Lord Lieutenant, and to request that a member from the royal family “open” the 
playground. 
 
The Clerk since the meeting has heard from LDC who have confirmed that the 
Council do need to apply for pre-planning.  
 
Cllr Avery suggested that a litter bin should be placed near to the basketball net. Cllr 
Olbrich to see if the bin by the bench could be moved to the basketball stand. The 
Clerk advised that LDC would be able to provide a bin at a cost of £500.  
  

21/172.To note and consider any implications arising from the Council’s duty under 
            section 17(1) of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. None 
 
21/173.Confidential information: None. 
  
21/174.Next Full Council meeting: Tuesday 16th November 2021 at 7.30pm at St 
  Peter’s Church, Chailey Green. 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed:           Date:  
Chair 
 

 


