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Chailey Parish Council – response to Issues & Options Document 

 

Paper 1 – Tackling Climate Change. 

1.6 Should the new Local Plan set more specific requirements for tree planting 

in new development? 

This should be a local decision; but if there is a development of a certain size, then the 

developer should ensure that there is a significant number of trees planted.  

1.8 Should the new Local Plan identify critical corridors, perhaps based upon 

water courses, for potential planting of trees and/or other types of rewilding such 

as heritage grassland, which would enable storage of water, carbon storage and 

improved wildlife movement and biodiversity resilience? 

CPC strongly support identifying corridors for maintaining biodiversity and the 

management of water during adverse weather conditions should be included in the Plan. 

It is apparent that the effects of the climate are now affecting our everyday lives and 

measures that can reduce the dangerous impact of climate change are essential. Some 

corridors already exist within Chailey parish; however, CPC support the promotion of 

further corridors to manage the eco-system and are mindful that this will come with a 

financial cost to maintain. 

1.13 What else can be done through the new Local Plan to encourage a modal 

shift towards more sustainable modes of travel? 

Chailey has extremely poor public transport facilities and driving is therefore essential. 

Charging points must be provided to rural communities such as Chailey early on and  

Chailey Parish Council 

mailto:chaileypc@btconnect.com


 
 
 

Chailey Parish Council, The Reading Room, Chailey Green, Chailey, Lewes, East Sussex. BN8 4DA 
Tel. No.  01825 722388 

E-mail: chaileypc@btconnect.com 
Chailey.org 

 

should be widespread for maximum use. The new Lewes Local Plan is expected to look 

ahead to 2040. If the country is to rely completely on electric vehicles by then, Chailey 

Parish would cease to be viable without charging points widely and extensively available 

throughout the widely dispersed settlements that constitute Chailey. 

Paper 2 - Protecting and Enhancing the Quality of the Environment. 

2.6 Should the Council prepare specific design codes that cover the whole plan 

area, specific parts of the plan area, or for individual sites? 

This should be specific to individual sites rather than the whole area. To quote from the 

Housing Objective 3b from the Chailey Neighbourhood Plan: “In our style and 

appearance in keeping with existing properties within the immediate vicinity”. 

2.7 How can communities have a greater say in the design standards set for 

their area? 

It is imperative that local communities have a direct and meaningful input to the whole 

planning process rather than for strategic decisions to be imposed from on high, whether 

from central government, the country or the district.  At present, this is achieved through 

the involvement of the Parish Council.  This system should continue.  

2.8 Are there additional areas that should be investigated for potential 

Conservation Areas? 

CPC support – there should be further areas investigated. This is a particularly important 

element for the continued realisation of the Vision that lies at the heart of the Chailey 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

Paper 3 - Accommodating and Delivering Growth. 

3.1 Are there any options for accommodating development growth that the 

Council has missed? 

The allocation to the SDNP needs to be re-visited. There are opportunities, especially in 

the Lewes area, that could be explored and would not destroy the character of the SDNP. 
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3.2 What is the preferred option, or combination of options? 

It is essential both for the preservation of the character of rural areas and for the well-

being of families on housing waiting lists that new houses are built where the people want 

to live and not simply where there happen to be undeveloped green spaces. CPC believe 

that growth can only be accommodated by a mixture of options as outlined below: 

1. Intensification of development within the coastal towns – CPC support -there 

are brownfield sites suitable for development and infrastructure is already in place. 

2. Further outward expansion of Newhaven and Peacehaven – CPC think that 

there is little opportunity for this and that there are genuine constraints that prevent 

it also. 

3. Urban extensions to Burgess Hill and Haywards Heath – CPC support - they 

feel that developments should be attached to existing urban areas. 

4. Focussing growth on the most sustainable villages in the Low Weald – CPC 

support. 

5. Dispersing growth across all villages in the Low Weald – CPC support: an 

element of growth across most villages is possibly acceptable, but it is important 

that growth in any village only occurs where there is suitable infrastructure and 

amenities. 

6. A new settlement in the Low Weald – CPC are strongly opposed to this option 

because of the complete absence of supporting infrastructure on the proposed 

site, and because of the likely adverse impact on the existing road network (not 

overlooking the near certainty of grid lock on all nearby A roads which might be 

ameliorated by making all of them dual carriage ways but that solution would itself  

destroy even more of the rural characteristics of the area). Moreover, it would 

totally destroy the ambience and attractiveness to tourists of the surrounding areas 

of considerable natural beauty. No brownfield sites with suitable infrastructure are 

available that would accommodate such a development, most, if not all, greenfield 

sites will have poor infrastructure, and the environmental impact will have a 

widespread detrimental effect on the area.  Additionally, the long timescale  
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involved in developing a new settlement means that this option would not 

contribute towards the housing needs in the plan period.  

 

CPC consider that the combination of options 1-5 above should provide the basis of the 

planning that is required, but another option may also be to consider further development 

in the SDNP. All of these will negate the need for the last option: a new settlement within 

the Low Weald, to which CPC is firmly opposed. 

Paper 4 - Improving Access to Housing. 

4.1 Should the new Local Plan seek the maximum viable affordable housing 

target on sites of 10 or more dwellings? 

There is a lack of affordable housing in Chailey particularly starter homes and smaller 

dwellings into which elderly residents could downsize– any policies that increase the 

availability of affordable housing would be welcome.  

Policy HO2 of the Chailey Neighbourhood plan refers to - Housing mix:  Housing 

developments within the Development boundary of Chailey will be supported where they 

include a range of house types, including a mix of one, two and three bedroom starter 

homes and sheltered and smaller units of two and three bedrooms for the elderly which 

should be designed in accordance with lifetime homes principles. Housing developments 

will also be expected to include an element of single level dwellings and, where 

practicable, sheltered accommodation to meet the needs of the elderly and people with 

disabilities, thus enabling them to remain independent and within the community for as 

long as is possible. 

4.6 How can the new Local Plan be more responsive to the needs of younger 

households, older people and custom/self-builders? 

Rather than having a large development centred on one site, it would be better to fan out 

development sites in different areas and to ensure that there is a mix of housing to suit 

both old and young. CPC would promote small and affordable housing that would be 

suited to both younger and older home occupiers. 
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4.8 Should the new Local Plan require all new homes to meet the nationally 

described space standard? 

CPC feel that housing should be adapted to individual areas or neighbourhoods. 

4.9 Should the Council be applying minimum density standards across the 

whole plan area, or only applying them in specific locations such as town centres, 

train stations, and routes with reliable and frequent bus services eg A259? 

CPC think that LDC should be applying minimum density standards to specific locations.  

Paper 5 - Promoting a Prosperous Economy and Building Community Wealth. 

 In a rural environment, employment and commercial opportunities do not necessarily 

need separate development - especially in recent years, small enterprises have grown 

within redundant farmyard space and within private homes (e.g. Nubie at Frick Farm). 

This trend seems likely to continue and does no damage to the traditional heritage and 

landscape which draws tourists and visitors to camp, cycle and walk within the District as 

well as visit the notable heritage attractions inland and on the coast; the draft Plan (p.37) 

states: “Tourism is one of the strongest performing sections of the rural economy”. 

5.2 What type of employment space should the new Local Plan prioritise? 

There should be a mix of employment space. Small spaces that can be adapted to 

offices/workshops are likely to become important with more people working from home. 

5.4 How can the new Local Plan best meet the needs of Small and Medium Sized 

Enterprises? 

Development proposals should include consideration of amenities that are available and, 

if amenities are lacking, then they should be provided as part of the development. 

5.7 How should the new Local Plan address the provision of small-scale retail 

uses, for example convenience shops, outside designated town centres? 

Same as 5.4. 
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5.8 How can the new Local Plan help enhance the visitor offer? 

By keeping the unique environment and heritage that exists within the district. Refer to 

EC05 in the Chailey Neighbourhood plan: Encouraging employment and tourism 

Proposals to encourage tourism will be strongly supported and business development in 

Chailey will be encouraged where: 1. it is in keeping with the character of the area and 

the amenities of neighbouring properties and minimises visual impact through sensitive 

siting and design; 2. it minimises the impact of the proposal on the wider character of the 

area; and 3. it will not cause or exacerbate any severe traffic problems and will promote 

sustainable transport. Proposals to encourage the retention, improvement or reuse of an 

existing employment provision for the community will be strongly supported subject to 

compliance with the requirements of Policy ECO4. 

5.9 Should the new Local Plan identify new development to facilitate tourism 

growth, and if so what and where? 

CPC would encourage Lewes District Council to maintain and support the work of the 

Tourism Centre on the high street. 

5.10. Should the new Local Plan seek to protect facilities and attractions that 

could be critical to sustaining the visitor economy? 

Yes.  

5.13 Should the new Local Plan focus provision for new employment space 

within the towns or the countryside? 

Both, but with the focus being on the towns. 

5.16 Should the approach to local labour be a blanket approach for the plan area, 

or should it focus on specific locations? We welcome comments from developers 

as to how. 

Refer to the Neighbourhood Plan, Policy ECO3: Employment retention Proposals for the 

use of land or buildings on sites of existing employment uses other than employment 

purposes will only be supported when: 1. it can be demonstrated that the on-going use of 

the premises or land for employment purposes is no longer viable; 2. it has not been in  
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active use for a minimum of 12 months (or as identified by the market) and active steps 

have been taken throughout to obtain suitable alternative occupation for employment or 

community purposes. This must be proven through an independent sustained marketing 

campaign lasting for a continuous period of at least 6 months; and 3. the alternative 

proposal would provide some employment or community use or benefits. 

In urban areas, it would be beneficial to convert empty shops into flats. 

Paper 6 - Creating Healthy Sustainable Communities with Infrastructure. 

6.1 On what types of infrastructure should the Council prioritise developer 

contributions? Should the Council require: 

a) a greater proportion of affordable housing but lower overall design and other 

infrastructure requirements? 

b) a lower proportion of affordable housing but higher overall design standards and 

other infrastructure requirements? 

CPC would prefer option (a): a greater proportion of affordable housing but lower overall 

design and other infrastructure requirements as it maximises affordable housing. 

However, this should be subject to suitable minimum standards as in building regs. 

6.2 Whether you prefer Option (a) or (b), what do you think is more important out 

of the following: 

• Enhanced carbon reduction design/renewable energy infrastructure? 

• Accessible, adaptable, or fully wheelchair accessible homes? 

• Strategic infrastructure (school places, transport improvements, sports 

facilities etc)? 

 

CPC think that transport infrastructure should come before the construction of new 

houses. Therefore would opt for the last option as being the most important. They are 

aware, however, that all three are critical to the functionality of people’s lives, the first 

option for future generations. 
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6.3 Should the new Local Plan introduce specific benchmark standards for the 

provision of other open spaces, in addition to the existing standards for outdoor 

playing space? If so, which types of open space should be addressed? 

Recreational facilities should be provided for young people to use and enjoy. 

6.6 Should the 10-20 minute neighbourhood concept be adopted by the new 

Local Plan? 

This is mostly applicable to urban developments, therefore only where appropriate. 

6.7 If so, should the 10-20 minute neighbourhood principles be applied 

differently in towns compared to villages within the plan area? 

Yes. 

6.8 Should the 10-20 minute neighbourhood principles be a requirement of all 

major new developments, or only on strategic housing site allocations? 

Yes.  

6.9 Should new development be required make provision for a superfast 

broadband connection, or an equivalent alternative technology, installed on an 

open access basis? 

Yes. 

6.10. If so, should this policy apply to only residential, or to both residential and 

non-residential development. 

Both. 
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