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Initials: Date:  

 
Minutes 

 
A Meeting of Full Council was held on Tuesday 23rd April 2013 in the Reading Room, 
Chailey Green, commencing at 7.50p.m. 
 
Present:  Cllr. D. Cranfield (Chairman).  

Cllrs. P. Atkins, D. Cowan J-P Ellis, M. Evans, S.Griffin, J. Millam P. Olbrich,  
J. Tillard, R.Trussell, L.Waller (part). 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Public present: Six (part of meeting).  
 
In attendance: V. Grainger (Clerk).  
 
13/47. Apologies for absence:  None.  
 
13/48. Declarations of interest: None. 
 
13/49. Questions from members of the public:  

Mr D Morris of St Georges, North Chailey attended the meeting to draw the Council’s 
attention to the condition of Mill Lane, North Chailey where the Lane adjoins the A272. The 
road surface had deteriorated and was now pitted especially at the junction with A272.  
Increased use of the Lane had recently been experienced due to access by plant vehicles 
used for tree removal works on the common; and by additional visitors the Chailey Wind 
Mill. Visitor numbers had increased since the Mill became more clearly visible from the 
main road. Councillors enquired what percentage of vehicles using the Lane were visitors 
to the Mill. Mr Morris estimated that about 5% were Mill visitors.  
It was explained that the Parish Council had granted permission for the Lane to be surfaced 
with tar mac some years ago, with the clear understanding that the Parish Council would 
not be responsible for resurfacing works. It was stressed that there were a number of 
similar tracks in Chailey and it was not possible to maintain them all. It was suggested that 
in other similar areas a committee of local residents had been formed, the committee then 
monitored the condition of the track/Lane and contributed annually to a fund for future 
maintenance. The Chairman concluded that although the Parish Council appreciated the 
difficulties in forming a committee and establishing a repair fund retrospectively; the Parish 
Council was not in a position to assist financially to the road repairs.  

 
13/50. Items considered as a matter of urgency: None. 
 
13/51. To agree minutes of Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19th March 2013:  The 

minutes were Agreed and signed as a true record of the Full Council meeting held on 
19th March 2013,(Council resolution 13/277). 

 
13/52.  Reports from Council Representatives on Village Organisations: 

• Chailey Sports Club -Mr J Gould attended the meeting to provide an update on 
grant applications history and the present fund raising initiatives. The original plans 
for the new Sports Pavilion had to be modified in order to meet the requirements of 
The Football Foundation, who were subsequently not in a position to offer a grant. 
This situation had recently changed and a further application would be pursued. The 
estimated rebuilding cost of the Pavilion was £360,000, with confirmed grants at 
present of £80,000. Other grants were now available. Bids to other organisations 
like Veolia had so far been unsuccessful despite lengthy and time consuming 
efforts. To qualify for other grant sources and gift aid it was necessary to register 
with HMRC and update the Sports Club constitution. It was explained that current 
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planning permission runs out in October and it may be necessary to make an 
alteration to the plans. Cllr. Millam complimented the Sports Club on their recent 
media coverage and fund raising efforts. Other Councillors were concerned that the 
Parish Council had been criticised, despite the Council committing £30,000 to the 
project. It was stressed that the Council had a duty to protect public funds and not to 
release monies unless a definite community benefit could be achieved. 
It was mentioned that the grounds maintenance of the North Chailey Playing Fields 
was an item for further discussion by the Council, as they currently undertook this 
work. Mr Gould confirmed that the Sports Club (as the leaseholder) should be the 
parent body to deal with such matters and liaise with the Parish Council. The 
grounds contract for next year would include routine grass cutting (as in previous 
years) and grounds improvement works to encourage grass growth and improve the 
playing surface.   

• Traffic Report Cinder Hill & Oxbottom Lane 
The traffic report produced for the local Cinder Hill & Oxbottom Lane residents 
group had been circulated for Councillors to note. Members of the group attended 
the meeting to explain the actions proposed. It was noted that the Parish Council 
had objected to proposed housing development at Oxbottom Lane. Mr Morton-
George commented that the traffic study confirmed that the Lane and its current use 
already posed difficulties without additional housing and the resulting increased 
traffic. There were three main points to support proposals to ease the situation: 
1) Speed restriction – there were 40mph limits on A275 and A272 but traffic was 
leaving a 40mph zone into a country lane with a 60mph limit. 
2) HGV restriction- HGV use was currently being encouraged by the location of a 
signpost to Barcombe. This directed traffic along Oxbottom Lane, instead of the 
more suitable route of A272. 
3) Every household (Oxbottom Lane, Cinder Hill) had signed up to the petition for 
improvements to the Lane. 
Councillors responded by requesting a full copy of the petition before confirming 
their support. It was noted speed limits for A & B roads were being reviewed by East 
Sussex County Council, but Cinder Hill was a C road and would not be included in 
this review. It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a letter of support for the 
resident’s aims, for the Council to approve at the next meeting. Cllr. Waller left the 
meeting at this point. 

• Highways SLR- Cllr. Evans reported that he had attended the recent Highways 
meeting. Items for discussion had included the chicanes at North Chailey and 
provision for work at A272.  

• The Pump House- conversion for use as bus stop. Councillors confirmed that 
work should be completed shortly, ready for inspection by ESCC. 

• Chailey Youth Group- Cllr. Olbrich confirmed that he would attend the CYG AGM. 
It was confirmed that the Parish Council would require a plan of future activities 
(with costings) and completed accounts before further grants could be considered. 

• Chailey Commons Management Committee- Cllr. Cranfield confirmed that he had 
attended the recent Commons Management Committee meeting. It had been 
agreed that the various parties represented would work together to seek a solution 
to the traffic noise caused by vehicles traversing the cattle grids. One suggested 
solution was to fence all five commons although this was not without a number of 
difficulties to be overcome.   

 
13/53. Finance Reports to Council. 
 i) Financial Summaries for March:  

The financial report for March had been circulated indicating a ledger balance of 
£58,842.57 in Barclays Bank community account as at 31st March, with one un-presented 
cheque of £751.95. The Barclays deposit account balance was unchanged. Total 
expenditure to date was £58,051.62 and the current operating deficit was £4,264.00.  
ii) Annual Return 2012/2013 A draft of the Annual Return had been circulated. Total 
expenditure for 2012/2013 amounted to £58,052. Income had been the Council tax precept 
of £48,000 and other revenues totalling £5,787. This resulted in a deficit at year end of 
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£4,264.00. The opening cash reserves totalled £138,157 and the closing cash reserves 
£134,075. Since the year end the Council had received an anticipated revenue payment 
which would restore the cash reserves.   
iii) Review of Earmarked reserves – Earmarked reserves were adjusted to take account 
of future repair costs and traffic calming measures and totalled £104,650, with general 
reserves of £29,126.  
iv) Approval of expenditure: The list of payments for April was circulated and approved.  

 
13/54. Correspondence for noting and response: 

The listing of correspondence received was circulated. 
 

13/55. Consideration of relocation of Parish Office 
This item was deferred to the next Full Council meeting when the content of the report 
provided could be thoroughly considered.  
 

13/56. To Review Grounds Maintenance Contracts and Approve Relevant Expenditure  
Due to the confidential nature of this item the meeting was closed to the public while this 
matter was considered.   
 

13/57. Items for information and future discussion  
• The Chairman advised that he would be providing his annual report for the Annual 

Parish Meeting on 29th April. 
• Roeheath- Some tree branches required trimming back as they were near to the 

electricity transformer. SEEBoard contractors were dealing with this. 
• Allotments- there had been a further complaint that the temporary taps were 

leaking. It was necessary to shut the water valve by the gate when leaving the site. 
The Police Crime Prevention Officer had agreed to survey the site and provide a 
report for the Council to consider. 

 
13/58. Risk Implications: None  

 
13/59. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: There had been a spate of 

shed break-ins, residents were asked to be vigilant and report anything suspicious. 
 
13/60. Date of next meeting of Full Council: Tuesday 21st May 2013 at 7.30 p.m.  

Annual Parish Meeting : Monday 29th April at 7.30pm. The meeting closed at 10.10 p.m. 
 
 
Signed:                                    Chairman                            Date: 


