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Minutes 

 
A Meeting of the Chailey Planning and Environs Committee was held on Tuesday 12th June 
in the Reading Room, Chailey Green, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllr. J Millam (Chairman) 

 Cllrs.D. Cranfield, M.Evans, P. Olbrich, J. Tillard, R. Trussell. 
 

Public present: Seven 
 
In attendance: V.Grainger (Clerk) 
 
12/99. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. P. Atkins, D. Cowan, J-P. Ellis, S.Griffin, L.Waller.  

It was agreed that apologies would be made by 5.00pm on the day of the meeting at the 
latest. If Councillors were unable to speak to the Clerk personally then another Councillor 
should be contacted. 
   

12/100.  Verbal representations by members of the public:  
i)   Mr N. Webber of Hornbuckles, South Chailey attended the meeting to draw the 

Council’s attention to the on-going issue of dog fouling along the footpath leading 
to Whitegates. The main offender had been identified and had been witnessed 
walking two dogs in the early morning. Mr Webber had referred the matter to the 
Lewes District Council dog warden and had spoken to Whitegates Residents 
Association. Mr Webber explained that a group of local scouts would be shortly 
using the adjoining field as a camp site. The mess left by irresponsible dog owners 
was offensive and posed a health hazard. The Chairman explained that it was 
most appropriate for Lewes District Council to deal with the matter. However, the 
Parish Council supported Mr Webber’s actions to tackle the problem. 

ii)   Mr R. Hills of The Martlets, South Chailey queried the Council’s choice of 
representative at the recent Lewes District Council Planning Committee meeting, 
held to consider Planning Application LW/10/1010 Land at Gradwell End. The 
Chairman of the LDC Committee had introduced Cllr. Evans as being in support of 
the application. The opportunity had not been taken to correct this. Mr Hills queried 
why the position was not made clear and why Cllr. Evans had been selected to 
represent the Council.  
Cllr. Evans explained that the background papers presented to the Committee 
provided clarity that the Chailey Parish Council objected to the application. A 
comment of correction had been added after Cllr. Evans had read the agreed 
statement. 
Ms J. Tingle of Honeypot Lane presented a letter which was circulated to members 
of the Council. Ms Tingle was concerned about the content of the statement and 
that Cllr. Evans did not make it clear at the meeting that the Council was not in 
support of the application. 
Cllr. Cranfield explained that if an error had been made in the introduction by the 
Chairman of the LDC Committee, then the complaint about that error should be 
directed to Lewes District Council. It was clear from the background papers that 
objections had been made to the application and the statement (as agreed by the 
Parish Council) had been read and no personal statement made. LDC had 
confirmed that it was clearly understood that Chailey Parish Council had objected 
to the application and Cllr. Evans had pointed out the introduction error at the end 
of the verbal statement. The introduction would not be minuted and the content of 
the statement was the important issue. Cllr. Cranfield explained that notification of 
the meeting had been received at fairly short notice and he had been unable to  
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attend. Cllr Millam added that he had also been unable to attend, and in the 
circumstances Cllr. Evans was the only Councillor able to attend. Cllr. Millam 
added that it was usual when making a statement of this kind for the focus of 
concentration to be on the content rather than the introduction.   

 
12/101. Declarations of Interest by Councillors: Cllr. Tillard declared a personal interest in item 

7) Planning Application LW/12/0532 The Hooke, Mill Lane. Cllr. Millam declared a personal 
interest in item 7) Planning Application LW/12/0498, Woodgate Farms Dairy as the 
applicant was an acquaintance.  

 
12/102. Minutes: To agree and sign as a true record the Minutes of the Planning & Environs 

Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 1st May 2012 and the Urgent Planning Meeting 
held on 22nd May 2012. The minutes were Agreed and signed as a true record. (Council 
resolution: 12/246/247). 

 
12/103. Items not on the agenda which the Chair of the meeting is of the opinion should be 

considered as a matter of urgency: None  
 
12/104. Chailey Neighbourhood Plan 
  Mr T Kleiman Planning Policy Officer for Lewes District Council made a presentation 

explaining the background and process to completing a Neighbourhood Plan. The Localism 
Act 2011 brought into force a National Planning Policy Framework and introduced 
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations. Neighbourhood Planning provides an opportunity to 
introduce local planning polices, allowing communities to drive the process. It was stressed 
that this is an opportunity not a requirement. A Neighbourhood Plan cannot override 
National Policy or strategic local policy and must be positive. Briefly, the Process was 
outlined as follows: 
1)To commence the process application is made to designate a Neighbourhood Area.  
2) The Plan has to be drafted. 
3) Statutory consultation is completed. 
4) Examination of the Plan is undertaken. 
5) A referendum is completed.  
6) The Plan is adopted. 
Lewes District Council’s role is to provide support and guidance through the process; 
undertake the statutory consultation and fund/organise the referendum; and finally adopt 
the plan and use the policies. 
It was explained that Ringmer Parish was one of the “front runners” to complete a 
Neighbourhood Plan. Members queried whether the Neighbourhood Plan was an 
alternative to the Local Plan. It was confirmed that the core strategy had identified potential 
housing sites and numbers and the Neighourhood Plan numbers would be the same. The 
Chairman thanked Mr Kleiman for his presentation which would be the subject of further 
discussion. 

 
12/105. To consider Lewes District Council Planning Applications: The Planning applications 

presented were duly considered by members and the following responses were agreed:  
 
Received 
date 

Due Date Planning 
Ref No. 

Name & Address Work Requested CPC Decision 

24.5.12 15.6.12     
  LW/12/0500 Mr R Sinden 

Turnpike Cottage 
South Street 

Planning Application: 
Demolition of dwelling 
and garage and erection 
of two detached 
dwelling with  
on-site parking. 

Object- see 
comments 
below 

  LW/12/0498 Mr M Benson 
Woodgate Farms 
Dairy 
East Grinstead Road 
 

Planning Application: 
Erection of barn for farm 
storage.   

Support- see 
comments 

      
 Due     
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Date 
 22.6.12 LW/12/0532 Ms S Tillard 

The Hooke 
Mill Lane 

Listed Building Consent 
Application: Rebuilding 
upper section of stone 
chimney stack on south 
east side of house. 

Support 

 
 
 

LW/12/0498- Members commented that the correct address for this application should be 
Troffgate Farm. 

 LW/12/0500 - Turnpike Cottage, South Street 
Members were concerned about the over development of the site and access issues. This 
section of South Street (A275) is very busy due to the traffic volumes passing through the 
Village and large goods vehicles frequently turning into the adjacent Village Stores 
entrance. It was noted that there had been a number of incidents and near misses at the 
shop and damage to property and vehicles. It was considered that the proposed plans did 
not deal adequately with parking and access issues and the impact that additional traffic 
would have at this busy junction. Members therefore objected to the plans due to the 
impact of increased traffic and parking/access issues.  

  
12/106. To note Lewes District Council planning decisions and planning appeals and 

recommendations: A listing of planning application decisions received was circulated to 
members for consideration and noted. 

 
12/107. Parish Allotments Plots Inspection 
 The Clerk presented a report of an inspection made of the allotment plots on 24th May. The 

following actions were agreed: 
1) The Clerk would obtain quotations for tree works and hedge trimming. 
2) Councillor Milam would inspect the tap fittings to ascertain whether a different type 

could be fitted. 
3) Cllr. Cranfield agreed to treat the wood work to the entry gate and post with wood 

preservative, when time permitted. 
4) The Local Authority would be contacted to deal with rat infestation. 

 
12/108. Queen’s Jubilee Ornamental Map  
 Due to time constraints it was agreed to postpone discussion of this item to the Council 

meeting of 19th June, to allow more time for debate. 
 
12/109.Correspondence for Noting:  
 The list of recent correspondence received was circulated and noted: 

• River Farm- correspondence had been received regarding the right of access to 
River Farm. The previous valuation of the access would now be out of date. It was 
agreed that the Clerk would make enquiries with the Valuation Office to obtain an up 
to date valuation of the grant of easement. Cllr. Evans stressed that the deed of 
grant should specify who is responsible for future maintenance of the lane.  

• Cattle Grid at Mill Lane, North Chailey- correspondence had been received from 
ESCC regarding the installation of a second speed ramp at Mill Lane to reduce 
noise of traffic traversing the grid. It was agreed that this should be installed 
provided that the tarmac had been made good around the grid. 

• Cllr. Millam pointed out that soil had been deposited in the lay-by at the New 
Heritage and requested that ESCC should be asked to remove this. 

 
12/110. Risk Implications to be considered: None  
 
12/111. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: None. 
 
 
 
 
 
12/112. Items for information and further discussion: 
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• Cllr. Evans reported that the date of the ESCC Highways SLR meeting had been 
changed to 27th June and he was unable to attend. It was agreed that a request 
should be made to postpone the meeting. 

• Cllr. Olbrich reported that the goal posts at Roe Heath required repainting. Cllr 
Olbrich also agreed to complete the weekly inspection of play equipment at Roe 
Heath. 

• The Pump House at South Chailey- work was to be completed as soon as 
practicable to back fill the trench at the entry to the Pump House to ground level.  

 
12/113. Date of next Planning & Environs Committee Meeting: Tuesday 3rd July 2012 and 

Urgent Planning Matters Tuesday 19th June 2012 and 17th July 2012. 
 
              The meeting closed at 9.35 p.m. 

 
     Signed:                                Date: 
 
 
     Chairman                                          


