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 Minutes 

 
 

A Meeting of the Chailey Planning and Environs Committee was held on Tuesday 3rd April 
2012 in the Reading Room, Chailey Green, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllr. M. Evans (Chairman) 

 Cllrs. P. Atkins, D. Cranfield, S.Griffin, P. Olbrich, 
 J. Tillard, R. Trussell. 
 

Public present: One 
 
In attendance: V.Grainger (Clerk) 
 
12/60. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. D. Cowan, J-P. Ellis, J. Millam, L.Waller.  
 
12/61.  Verbal representations by members of the public: None 
 
12/62. Declarations of Interest by Councillors: Cllr. Olbrich declared a personal interest in item 

6.  Planning Application LW/12/0284, as the applicant was an acquaintance. Cllr. Trussell 
declared a personal interest in item 6. Planning Application LW/12/0284, as the applicant 
was an acquaintance.  

 
12/63. Minutes: To agree and sign as a true record the Minutes of the Planning & Environs 

Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 6th March 2012 and the Urgent Planning Meeting 
held on 20th March 2012. The minutes were Agreed and signed as a true record. (Council 
resolution: 12/241/242). 

 
12/64. Items not on the agenda which the Chair of the meeting is of the opinion 

should be considered as a matter of urgency: An application for tree works had 
been received: TW/12/0015/TCA at St Peters School, Chailey Green, with a 
response date of 10th April. It was agreed to consider this item as a matter of 
urgency as the date of the next Planning & Environs Committee Meeting was 17th 
April.  

 
 
12/65. To consider Lewes District Council Planning Applications: The Planning 

applications presented were duly considered by members and the following responses 
were agreed:  

 
Received 
date 

Due Date Planning 
Ref No. 

Name & Address Work Requested CPC Decision 

15.3.12 6.4.12 LW/12/0238 Mr P Machell 
Beech Cottage 
Lower Station Road 
 

Planning 
Application: 
Erection of a two 
storey side 
extension and 
creation of a new 
vehicular access. 

 
See 
comments 
below 

       
 
23.3.12 

 
13.4.12 

 
LW/12/0242 

Challenge Packaging 
Ltd 
Land South of Land at 
North Western End of 
Bluebell Business 

Planning 
Application: 
Demolition of 
existing industrial 
buildings, 

See 
comments 
below 

Chailey Parish Council 
www.chailey.org 
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Estate  
Railway Lane 

realignment of 
estate road and 
erection of B1 
industrial and office 
building with 
parking and external 
works. 

  LW/12/0284 Mr H Venters 
Garden Cottage 
Burnt House 
Haywards Heath Road 
North Chailey 

Planning 
Application: 
Erection of barn. 

See 
comments 
below 

27.3.12 10.4.12 TW/12/0015/TCA St Peters Church of 
England Primary 
School 
East Grinstead Road 

Application for Tree 
Works within a 
Conservation Area: 
Birch- remove. 

 Support 

 
LW/12/0238 Beech Cottage, Lower Station Rood 
Members agreed to support the application subject to the removal of the old vehicular 
access when the new access was completed.  
LW/12/0242 Land South of North Western End Bluebell Business Estate 
Three letters of objection had been received regarding the application and were noted. 
There was concern that the unit would be operating 24/7 and there would be a subsequent 
increase in traffic movements; estimated to be an additional 148 daily trips. Councillors 
were of the view that the proposed building was an improvement on the existing, within a 
site designated as a business park. Equally Councillors had sympathy for the views 
expressed by local residents concerning the access lane and were mindful of the impact 
any additional traffic would have.  
The Council’s response to the application was therefore agreed as follows: No objection to 
the application subject to consideration of improvements to the access road in order to 
minimise the impact upon the amenities of local residents; and with the recommendation 
that operational hours should be restricted to usual business hours.  
LW/12/0284 Garden Cottage, Burnt House 
Councillors Olbrich and Trussell had declared a personal interest in this item and declined 
to comment on the Council’s response.  
Councillors were concerned about the visual impact of the barn as viewed from the 
common. It was agreed that there was no objection to the application subject to the 
selective landscape planting of indigenous species to protect the views from the common.  

 
12/66. To note Lewes District Council planning decisions and planning appeals and 

recommendations: A listing of planning application decisions received was circulated to 
members for consideration and noted.  

 
12/67. Consideration of Completion of Housing Needs Survey 
 The Council had previously considered making a commitment to the completion of a 

Housing Needs Survey. Mr Tom Warder (AiRS) and Mr Leighton Rowe had attended a 
previous Parish Council meeting to discuss the steps required. AiRS “ten stage guide to the 
completion of an affordable housing scheme in a rural community” had been circulated to 
members for information. Photographs of the Newick affordable housing scheme were also 
noted. Two potential sites had been identified in Chailey, one at Oxbottom Lane and one on 
land near to Swan Close. Councillors were concerned about the cost of the survey and 
unsure whether Lewes District Council would assist with this. Councillors also considered 
that ascertaining the extent of home working was important; both in terms of providing 
suitable adaptable accommodation in the Parish and ensuring adequate broadband 
availability. Cllrs. Trussell and Cranfield agreed to lead on the housing needs survey and 
related matters. The Clerk was requested to ascertain if Lewes District Council  
 
would assist in the process and with the cost of the survey. It was therefore agreed that a 
survey would be completed subject to a minimum cost and control over the content of the 
questionnaire.  

 
12/68. Correspondence for Noting:  
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 The list of recent correspondence received was circulated and noted: 
• Correspondence had been received from Chailey Sports Club and Chailey Cricket 

Club. The Council had previously agreed to meet the cost of the marking frame for 
the Cricket Club. The invoice for the marking frame had been received (£139.00 
excluding VAT).  The payment of this invoice was agreed. 

• There was also a problem with mole infestation on the recreation field and mole 
activity was moving towards the cricket square. The Chairman had authorised 
immediate remedial action to prevent further damage to the field. 

• A further request for the chemical eradication of worms on the sports field had been 
made by the Clubs. Worm castes were interfering with sports activities on the field. 
Advice had been sought from Barcombe landscapes and it had been agreed to 
undertake the additional clearing of the worm casts rather than chemical eradication. 
It was agreed that as this was a sensitive area adjacent to a nature reserve, there 
should be no chemical use at this stage but the situation would be monitored. 

• The Clerk advised that the funds in the matured Halifax account would need to be 
invested in a new Lloyds Bank account and details of those Councillors who would 
have a bank mandate had been requested. The relevant information was provided 
to the Clerk. 

  
12/69. Risk Implications to be considered: Councillor Griffin enquired whether a risk 

assessment should be completed for the Queen’s Jubilee Picnic planned to be held at 
Roeheath. It was confirmed that this was a public village green area which was often used 
for picnics and as a play area. This was not an event organised by the Parish Council but 
an informal social gathering and those attending would attend at their own risk. Councillor 
Griffin also requested whether funds could be made available to help pay for refreshments 
for the Jubilee activities. As the meeting was a Planning and Environs Committee meeting it 
was agreed in principle that a grant should be provided to the Commons Society/Bonfire 
Society for up to £50.00 and £100.00 respectively on receipt of a written (emailed) request. 
The formal request would then be considered and agreed at the next available Full Council 
meeting.  
 

12/70. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: None. 
 
12/71. Items for information and further discussion: 

• It was noted that there was a new road layout at North Chailey and a request made 
to enquire whether this was permanent or temporary change.  

 
12/72. Date of next Planning & Environs Committee Meeting: Tuesday 1st May 2012 and 

Urgent Planning Matters Tuesday 17th April 2012. 
 
              The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m. 

 
     Signed:                                Date: 
 
 
     Chairman                                          


