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Initials: Date:  

 
Minutes 

 
A Meeting of Full Council was held on Tuesday 20th March 2012 in the Reading Room, 
Chailey Green, commencing at 8.35 p.m. 
 
Present:  Cllr. L.Waller (Chairman).  
  Cllrs. P. Atkins, D. Cowan, D.Cranfield, J-P Ellis,  

M. Evans, S.Griffin, J. Millam, P. Olbrich, J. Tillard, R.Trussell.  
 

Public present: None  
 
In attendance: V. Grainger (Clerk).  
 
12/30. Apologies for absence: None 
 
12/31. Declarations of interest: None. 
 
12/32. Questions from members of the public: None  
 
12/33. Items considered as a matter of urgency: None.   
 
12/34. To agree minutes of Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21st February 2012: The 

minutes were Agreed and signed as a true record of the Full Council meeting held on 21st 
February 2012,(Council resolution 12/240). 

 
12/35.  Reports from Council Representatives on Village Organisations: 

• Chailey Youth Group 
Cllr. Olbrich reported that he had attended a meeting with Chailey Youth Group. 
Although it hadn’t been possible to arrange for representatives to attend the Parish 
Council meeting, a further meeting was being planned to discuss the future of the Youth 
Club. 
• Commons Management Committee 
Cllr. Evans had attended the Commons Management Committee and circulated 
samples of signs (provided by the Commons Ranger) which would to be erected on the 
common e.g. “No camping” signs. It was considered that plastic signs of the type 
suggested would be out of keeping with the rural aspect of the commons. It was agreed 
that the signs should not be erected before a problem had actually been identified. 
Cllr. Evans also provided an update of the liaison meeting with ESCC Highways held on 
19th March. The following matters were discussed: 

i) Cattle Grids on Chailey Common- The chicanes were part of on-going 
work to reduce noise from the traffic crossing the grids. The chicanes were 
temporary and noise levels were being monitored. If it was proposed that 
these should become permanent then the installation would be subject to the 
usual consultation and safety audit. 

ii) South Street- the white line along the raised kerb was scheduled for 
repainting. The request to cut back vegetation along the bank had been 
noted and would be actioned. 

iii) Mill Lane, North Common- it was proposed to fit a rubber type speed ramp 
before the cattle grid. The speed ramp was intended to slow traffic passing 
over the grid and thereby reduce noise levels. The Clerk had drafted a letter 
which would be delivered by the Commons Ranger to the residents affected. 
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iv) Bus Lay-By South Street - opposite Mill Lane- No particular solution had 
been identified. The erection of several bollards would not be permitted. The 
position was to be reviewed and a report made as to the cost of a single 
bollard. 

v) Greenwich Meridian where it crosses the A272- There was no possibility 
of painting a line across the road. The Parish Council could submit a text 
and request to Highways but would likely be responsible for insurance 
aspects. 

vi) Overhanging vegetation at Beggars Wood Road- details of the exact 
location were requested. 

vii) Cllr. Ellis enquired about the granite setts at Downsview, as this matter had 
been previously raised. It was agreed that further enquiries would be made 
to ascertain what action would be taken. 

viii) Warrs Hill footpath and South Chailey Pedestrian Crossing- work is 
continuing to develop proposals to a standard acceptable to Lewes District 
Council in order for the s106 funding to be utilised. The proposed footpath 
would still require the approval of the Secretary of State. 

 
12/36.  Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations Projects and Activities: 

Cllr. Griffin reported that the second meeting to discuss the Queen’s Jubilee celebration 
plans went very well. The following events had been discussed: 
Thursday 31st May- Chailey Crafters open day and activities in Reading Room. 
Saturday 2nd June- A walk on Red House Common followed by a picnic and visit to the 
windmill. 
Sunday 3rd June- Free Church and St Peter’s Church joint open air church service at 
Chailey Green. 
Monday 4th June- Red, White and Blue picnic at the village hall during the day. Lighting of 
a beacon and the ringing of St Peter’s Church bells planned for the evening. 
Tuesday 5th June- a possible Chailey Link walk.  
A further meeting was planned for Monday 2nd April at 7.30 p.m. 
A suggestion had been made that the Parish Council could sponsor a firework display. It 
was agreed that it was preferable to sponsor a set “Jubilee” piece at the display planned for 
November. 
Chailey Jubilee Map 
A draft of the proposed map was provided by Cllr. Evans for illustration. There were several 
suggestions of land marks to be included in the map such as the red telephone boxes in the 
Village. It was considered important to include a variety of land marks which were 
representative of the whole community. The plan was to deliver a copy of the Jubilee map 
to each household in Chailey; the method of distribution of the maps was still to be decided. 

 
12/37. Finance Report to Council 
 i) Financial Summaries for February:  

The financial report for February was circulated indicating a balance of £67,195.92 in 
Barclays Bank Community account as at 29th February, with one un-presented cheque for 
£60.00.  The Bank of Ireland account had now been closed and £50,000 had been 
transferred to an interest bearing Barclays Active Saver account.  Expenditure for the year 
to date totalled £41,005. 
ii) Approval of Expenditure: The list of payments for March was circulated and approved.  
Invoices and receipts had been received from Chailey Youth Group totalling £1,988.11 
showing the additional expenditure incurred by the Youth Leader in respect of youth 
activities.  It was agreed that a grant of £1,988.11 would be made to Chailey Youth Group 
in order to cover this expenditure. 
 
 
iii) Items for Additional Expenditure 2012/13. A summary of the functions of Parish 
Councils had been circulated. This listed the legal powers provided to the Parish Council for 
items of expenditure or for the provision of financial assistance to other bodies. Under the 
general expenditure power – section 137 of Local Government Act 1972 expenditure is 
limited to an amount per elector (determined each year). In 2011/12 this was £6.44 per 
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elector, for 2012/13 the amount was £6.80 per elector, a total of £15,660.40. This 
expenditure would include grants such as that agreed for Chailey Youth Group. 
There were a number of activities and assets for which the Parish Council was responsible, 
such as the Reading Room and Windmill. Councillors had previously been asked to 
suggest items for additional expenditure in 2012/13 which the Council is able to incur. It 
was agreed that Cllr. Evans’ and Cllr. Cowan’s previous suggestions should be circulated 
to members; and that a future meeting agenda item be set aside to discuss this in more 
detail.  
 

12/38. Revision of Parish Council Documents 
 Freedom of Information Act: The Clerk advised that she was reviewing the Council’s 

Freedom of Information Act policy. As part of this review a schedule for the retention of 
documents had been provided. It was necessary to agree the period of retention of 
documents for the Parish Council, as those retained would be open to inspection. In 
addition, the storage of paper documents and files was becoming a pressing issue. 
Councillors agreed to review the listing of documents provided and to provide the Clerk with 
comments. As an interim solution it was suggested that another storage cabinet could be 
purchased for the Reading Room. 
Emergency Planning Policy 
The Clerk provided an updated listing of emergency contact numbers. Councillors were 
also asked to provide on the proforma circulated details of emergency contact information 
and any special skills or expertise that might be relevant. Once all of the up to date 
information was received the Clerk would circulate the amended document for approval. 

 
12/39. Confidential Matters 

Staff Remuneration: 
Due to the confidential nature of this item matters were considered in closed session in 
accordance with section 68 of Standing Orders.  
 

12/40. Correspondence for noting: 
The listing of correspondence received was circulated and noted.  

 
12/41.  Items for information and further discussion:   

• Fence at Lane End Common North Chailey. Cllr. Ellis had reported that he had 
noted a close-board fence had been erected adjacent to Lane End common facing 
the A275. The Clerk had made enquiries with Lewes District Council. The Planning 
Enforcement Officer had visited the site and advised that no planning regulations 
had been breached.  It had been suggested that the Parish Council could contact 
the owner to request that hedging is planted to screen the fence.  

• Conversion of the Pump House to a Bus Shelter at South Chailey  
Cllr. Millam suggested that Councillors who were able to help with conversion work 
should meet on site on Saturday 31st March. 

 
12/42. Risk Implications: None  

 
12/43. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: None  
 
12/44. Date of next meeting of Full Council: 17th April 2012 at 7.30 p.m. Annual Parish Meeting 

23rd April 2012.  
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm. 
Signed: 
 
Chairman                                                             Date: 


