
Appendix 1 

Minutes of Council Meeting - Initials:                                    Date: 

 
Meeting of P&E Committee - Tuesday 19th January 2010  
Pre-application presentation by Retirement Homes Ltd – Gradwell Park 
 
Section 6.4 of the minutes are as follows:  A detailed commentary on how the Gradwell Park 
development would fit in with current local trends in adult social care was followed by a review of 
design aspects of the revised plans (see summary in appendix 1). 
 
Dr Michael Mc Carthy explained that he had been appointed by the developer to assess the need 
for various types of care within the catchment area of the site and also regionally and nationally. 
He made reference to the emphasis on ‘age in place’ care for older people. The study had 
examined the needs in the following villages within 5-7 miles of Chailey: Barcombe, Chailey, 
Danehill, Ditchling, East Chiltington, Fletching, Hamsey, Plumpton, Newick, Streat, Westmeston 
and Wivelsfield which together have 1,715 residents in the 65-74 age band; 1,019 in the 75-84 
band and 576 in the 85+ range (Office Nat Stats 2006). By 2016 it is estimated that there will be 
2,500 residents over 75 years in the villages named above. 
Dr Mc Carthy made the following comments: 

• older people in rural areas prefer to either stay in their homes with support or re-locate to 
developments such as Gradwell in a predominantly rural environment; 

• to improve ‘affordability’ the developer will offer a variety of different tenures (sale, rental, 
equity release) however the majority will be private ownership;  

• E.Sussex is already a popular retirement destination and there is a risk that ‘importation’ of 
residents from outside the area will aggravate the care needs of a population with a pre-
existing high proportion of older residents, so the emphasis is on serving the local 
population. By providing additional support in the Gradwell environment the primary and 
secondary NHS care requirements will be alleviated; 

• increasing incidence of dementia within the local population is a major concern for the NHS 
PCT and for ESCC Adult Social Care; 

• the development follows the ‘rural hub’ model with a range of graduated accommodation in 
terms of level of care progressing from Extra Care flats, to Nursing Care to Special Nursing 
Care, supplemented by a residential & respite dementia facility. The nursing care provision 
will include private, state funded and ‘top up’ users; 

• the continuum of care would reduce the need for individuals and couples to re-locate and 
for couples to separate at vulnerable stages in their lives; 

• in reach and out reach services would be offered to the local community on site and via 
partnership agencies such as district nurses to mitigate ‘rural isolation’ and to enable 
integration of Gradwell Park with the local community – it was emphasised that it would not 
be a ‘gated community’. 

Mr Wainer made extensive reference to the Preliminary Design Summary which had previously 
been circulated to Members. Key aspects of the revised proposals were explained including the 
following: 

• Reduction in scale of development by approx one third with predominantly two storeys and 
some three story elements to the eastern and western ends of the overall linked buildings;  

• the tree belt covered by the TPO will be retained to provide visual screening; 
• the site will be open to the south enabling incorporation of sustainable elements in the 

design; 
• the public would only be excluded from certain areas of the site for security reasons eg 

eastern end of the site; 
• the site would be accessed off Gradwell End with three main access points to the building 

complex; 
• access and Highways issues would be addressed separately in a specialist study; 
• vernacular building styles have been incorporated including barn features;     
• more private space for residents has been provided with balconies for planters etc. 

Members had the opportunity to study the various site plans, cross sectional studies and elevation 
studies. 


