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Initials: Date: 1 

 
Draft Minutes 

 
A Meeting of the Chailey Planning and Environs Committee was held on Tuesday 6th July 
2010 in the Reading Room, Chailey Green, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: (Chairman) Cllr L. Waller 
Cllrs. D Cowan, D.Cranfield, J. Davies, J -P. Ellis, M. Evans, K. Gould, J. Millam, P. Olbrich, 
J. Tillard. 
 
Public present: 1 (part of meeting)  
 
In attendance: V.Grainger (Clerk) 
 
10/7. Apologies for absence: Cllr M.Downey 
 
10/8.  Verbal representations by members of the public:  

A resident Mr J Ings explained that he was the applicant for planning application number 
10/0625 and was attending to answer any queries that Councillors might have concerning 
the application. 
 

10/9. Declarations of Interest by Councillors:  
Cllr Waller declared a personal interest in Agenda item 7, planning application 10/0625 as 
she occupied a neighbouring property.The Parish Council had submitted the planning 
application Agenda item 7 10/0327 and had an interest in that item but agreed to contribute 
additional information for consideration by Lewes District Council.   
 

10/10. Council resolution (No. 10/186/187): To agree and sign as a true record the Minutes of 
the Planning & Environs Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 1st June 2010 and the Urgent 
Planning Matters Meetings held on Tuesday 15th June 2010. Council decision: Accepted. 

 
10/11. Items not on the agenda which the Chair of the meeting is of the opinion should be 

considered as a matter of urgency: It was agreed that the fencing of the Commons would 
be discussed as a matter of urgent business. (item 10/17) 
 

10/12. Matters arising: None.   
  
10/13. To consider LDC planning applications: 
 The planning applications presented were considered by members and the following 

responses agreed: Having declared a personal interest in item LW/10/0625 (Cornflower 
Cottage), Cllr. Waller did not take part in the debate regarding this item or comment upon 
the application.  

Received 
date 

Due Date Planning 
Ref number 

Name & 
Address 

Work Requested CPC Decision 

15.6.10 9.7.10 LW/10/0327 Horns Lodge 
PH  
South Street 

Planning Application 
Installation of a free 
standing aluminium 
double glazed board for 
Chailey Parish Council 

Support - 
*comments 
(below) 

15.6.10 9.7.10 LW/10/0625 
 

Cornflower 
Cottage, 
Cinder Hill 

Planning Application- 
Two storey side 
extension erection of 

 
Support 

Chailey Parish Council 
www.chailey.org 
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porch to front and 
insertion of two 
dormers to front for 
Mr & Mrs J Ings 

15.6.10 9.7.10 LW/10/0633 Cintra 
Station Road 

Planning Application- 
Relocation of 
conservatory 
structure and erection 
of single storey pitch 
roof extension at rear 
for Mr & Mrs A 
Stillwell 

 
Support 

* LW/10/0327 - Members of the Committee wished to express their support of the 
application for a notice board as this would provide a valuable information service to local 
residents. It would be placed in a position adjacent to the new bus stop and would provide 
bus time tables and other local travel information. The proposed site is also adjacent to the 
new Village Information Point which is located at The Horns Lodge, Public House and 
would provide residents with a range of information about accessing local services and 
community events.  
 

10/14.  To note Lewes District Council planning decisions and planning appeals and 
recommendations: A listing of planning application decisions received was circulated to 
members and noted. Members were particularly perplexed by the decision to refuse the 
application for conversion of the redundant Church of St Mary in North Chailey, which 
included listed building consent. The building had been empty for some 15/20 years and 
there were serious concerns about its future and continued deterioration should the present 
applicant and purchaser with draw from the purchase. The applicant now had two options 
either to submit a second amended application or to appeal against the decision. If the 
purchase did not proceed, it was considered likely that the Church Commissioners would 
take action to minimise further maintenance on the building.  Members concluded that the 
planning application refusal which was aimed at safeguarding the historic value of the 
building would actually serve to support its dilapidation and ultimate destruction. It was 
AGREED that the Clerk would write to Lewes District Council Planning Officer for 
clarification of the planning decision and to express the Councils serious concerns 
regarding the future of the building as a result of the planning refusal. 

 
10/15. Core Strategy Preferred Options 

A working group had been formed to consider the Core Strategy consultation documents 
and formulate an appropriate response on behalf of the Parish Council. Cllr. Waller, Cllr. 
Cranfield and Cllr. Evans had jointly reviewed the relevant documents and a draft response 
was circulated to members for consideration. In addition the Campaign for the Protection of 
Rural England (CPRE) had responded to the consultation and had suggested that the 
positive aspects in the strategy should be highlighted and endorsed. There was recognition 
of the pressures on rural areas and the restrictions of Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB). The key points contained in the Council’s response were: 

• That it was logical to focus new developments on  those towns which benefit from 
comprehensive infrastructure 

• Chailey had recent experience of unsustainable development at the New Heritage 
• Chailey was a dispersed settlement where a high proportion of the Village area 

comprises Chailey Common (a SSSI and Nature Reserve) 
• Chailey comprises three separate areas of settlement 
• Chailey Green - the characteristics of this conservation area should be maintained 
• North Common/North Chailey - linear in shape therefore development could only be 

small scale and linear  
• South Street and South Chailey – forms a coherent circle/triangle to include South 

Street and recent development has consisted of closes set into land either side of 
A275. – This is a satisfactory way to combine sustainable housing areas with 
maintenance of a rural village.  
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There was therefore one clear recommendation contained within the response which was 
that any development of South Chailey should be in “small closes” rather than large 
development. This view had been clearly expressed by residents in the Village survey 
completed in 2009. The draft response was approved by members for submission to Lewes 
District Council. 
 

 10/16. Confidential Legal Matters 
Due to the confidential nature of item 10/18, this item was discussed in 'closed session' in 
accordance with section 68 of Standing Orders.  Minutes for this item appear in Appendix 1 
which will be classified as 'CONFIDENTIAL' until the legal matters have been resolved. 

 
10/17. Commons Fencing 

 Correspondence had been received from Jane Wilmot of ESCC confirming that the 
Inspectorate had notified the Council of the approval of the commons fencing. The 
commons will be fenced for twenty years. 

 
10/18. Correspondence for Noting 

 A listing of recent correspondence received was circulated for member’s attention. ESCC 
had provided copies of the waste fact sheet. It was noted that only 20% of waste produced 
is from households. The total waste composted and recycled had increased in 2008/09 and 
that the incinerated waste had also increased. The target was to significantly reduce the 
amount of waste going to landfill. 

 
10/19. Risk Implications to be considered: None.   

 
10/20. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17:  
 It was noted that there had been a number of reported thefts from outbuildings in the area. 
 
10/21. Exchange of information: 

• Cllr Evans advised that the revised priority list of pedestrian crossings was to be 
forwarded to County Councillor Meg Stroud. There had been a proposal for a pedestrian 
at Chailey Heritage across A272 for use of the Common by school students. Cllr Evans 
expressed the view that the Parish Council should enquire as to why the County Council 
considered a crossing at this point was more of a priority than the crossing at South 
Chailey. The proposed site at North Chailey would benefit a few students but would not 
assist others using the common such as walkers or equestrians. The crossing at South 
Chailey would benefit a greater number of residents and this would be the Parish 
Council’s priority. It would also be more sensible to coordinate the assessment of the 
need for a crossing at the Heritage with the proposals for improvements on the 
Common. It was Agreed that the Clerk would write to Cllr. Stroude to set out the 
Council’s priorities. 
• Cllr. Olbrich explained that the recent expenditure for a Lap Top computer and mobile 
phone had been met from external AIRS funding (Rural Access to Services Partnership) 
and not from the Council precept, these items would be used to support the Village 
Information Point. 

 
10/22.     Date of next Planning & Environs Committee Meeting: Tuesday 7th September 2010. 

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 
  Signed:                                Date: 

 
                     
Chairman                                         


