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Initials: Date: 

 
 

Draft minutes subject to confirmation 
 
 

A Meeting of the Chailey Planning and Environs Committee was held on Tuesday 2nd 
February 2010 in the Reading Room, Chailey Green, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: (Chairman) Cllr J. Millam  
Cllrs.  D Cowan, D Cranfield, J-P. Ellis, P. Olbrich & J.Tillard. 
Cllr. K Gould arrived at 7.35pm. 
 
Public present: 1 (part of meeting) – John Smith, representing the Friends of Chailey Windmill 
 
In attendance: R. Seccombe (Clerk) 
 
1. Apologies: Cllrs P. Carpenter, M. Downey, M. Evans, L Waller. 
 
2.  Verbal representations by members of the public: See item 15. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest by Councillors: None. 
 
4. Council resolution (No. 10/158): to agree and sign as a true record the Minutes of the 

Planning & Environs Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 5th January 2010 and the Urgent 
Planning Matters Meetings held on 19th January 2010. 

 Council decision: Accepted. 
 
5. Items not on the agenda which the Chair of the meeting is of the opinion should be 

considered as a matter of urgency.  It was noted that John Smith, representing the 
Friends of Chailey Windmill would attend the meeting later in the evening to discuss 
windmill signage under item 15.  

 
6. Matters arising: None. 
 
7. To consider LDC planning applications: 
Rec. 13.1  
Due 5.2 Name and address: Work requested: Council decision: 
LW/09/1340 
 

Mr D Flatley, 
Velindre, Station 
Road, N. Chailey. 

Planning Application - 
Erection of a two storey 
extension to rear. 

Support. 
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Rec. 20.1 Due 
12.2  Name and address: Work requested: Council decision: 
LW/10/0013 
& 
LW/10/0014 
 
 

Mr J Pegler, 
Teagues Farm, 
Lewes Road , N. 
Chailey. 
 

- Listed Building 
Application - Renewal of 
Listed Building Consent 
LW/03/0498 for 
conversion of barn to 
living accommodation.  
- Planning Application - 
Renewal of Planning 
Permission LW/03/0372 
for the conversion of the 
existing barn to living 
accommodation. 

Support for both 
applications subject to 
inclusion of a condition 
whereby the barn shall 
not be used at any time 
other than for purposes 
ancillary to the residential 
use of the property known 
as Teagues Farm, so as 
not to create a new 
residential unit in the 
countryside  (Local Plan 
ST3 & CT1) . 

LW/10/0042 
 

Mrs T Wilson, 2 
Rose Cottages, 
Haywards Heath 
Rd. N.Chailey. 

Planning Application - 
Demolition of existing 
shed & erection of shed. 

Support. 

Rec. 27.1 
Due: 19.2 Name and address: Work requested:  
LW/10/0028 
 

Mr S Corke, Units 
B1 And B2, 
Bluebell Business 
Estate Railway 
Lane, Sheffield 
Park.  

Planning Application - 
Section 73A 
Retrospective application 
for the retention of 
building for B2 use. 

Support. 

LW/10/0054 
 

Mr & Mrs D 
Gilmore, Treetops, 
Lower Station 
Road, Newick.  
 

Planning Application - 
Demolition of existing 
lobby at side and erection 
of single storey extension 
to rear/side of the 
property and construction 
of roof across front of 
property. 

Support. 

 
8. To note LDC planning decisions: Noted. 
 
9. To consider components of LDC’s Rural Settlement Study (LDF Background Papers) 

and proposed parish clustering arrangements. 
Members noted that LDC’s Planning Policy Officer had invited feedback on any additional 
community facilities that are needed in the parish. Reference was made to needs identified during 
the on-going RASP (Rural Access to Services Programme) project with Action in rural Sussex and 
the Chailey Parish Survey conducted in 2009. Chailey had been identified for RASP support since 
previous accessibility studies had identified problems in accessing services and facilities in the 
dispersed settlements which make up the parish. Members discussed the need for the following:  
informal play area for South Street/South Chailey; allotments in South Street/South Chailey; 
facilities at New Heritage (residents are awaiting conversion of the Chapel for community use and 
the provision of an adventure play area to be provided by the developer).  It was noted that 
accessibility improvements such as footpaths, pedestrian crossings and enhanced public transport 
provision are needed to permit residents to access existing facilities. Members expressed support 
for inclusion of Chailey in ‘Cluster 5’ with Wivelsfield, Newick and Barcombe since they are all rural 
parishes in the north of the Lewes district with significant communality of interests. The Chailey 
‘Locational Appraisal’ is to be updated for any changes/omissions and will be submitted to LDC. 
 
10. To consider the LDC request for comments on the DCLG consultation on Rural 

Housing (Due 12.2.10)  
Members agreed that it was desirable to improve availability of land for affordable housing under  
the rural exception sites policy and expressed support for the measures proposed, namely 
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guarantees with regard to referral rights on tenancies and retention of an interest in the land.  
Members again expressed concern that under the ‘choice based lettings’ points system, local 
connection is a secondary consideration in allocation of affordable housing, resulting in allocation 
of affordable homes to residents from distant parts of the district with little connection with the 
village or its rural setting. Members referred to the allocation of units at Mill Brooks and New 
Heritage to residents formerly living in coastal towns. Members reviewed the notes on rural 
exception sites provided on the LDC website and queried why parish councils are not deemed to 
be suitable for involvement in the selection process since the code of conduct safeguards against 
conflicts of interests. Members commented that the threshold value of £10k per plot may be 
somewhat low, and so deter landowners from releasing land, but appreciated that a low cost/ha 
was required to keep the overall cost of units at an acceptable level in terms of the resultant cost 
of shared ownership and rentals. 
 
11. To note the consultation responses from LDC, Chailey Commons Society and 

Chailey Common LNR MC on the ESCC Waste & Minerals consultation. 
Members had been provided with copies of representations made to ESCC Waste and Minerals by 
LDC, Chailey Commons Society and by The Chailey Common LNR Management Committee.  
Members noted that a large number of representations have been made to East Sussex County 
Council by a variety of local groups and parish councils expressing opposition to the proposals for 
landraise facilities, including the proposed Newick/Piltdown site. Lewes District Council and 
Chailey Parish Council have expressed concern over the designation of the A272 and A275 
corridors as potential zones for new waste recovery facilities.  
 
12. To review proposals by Ibstock Bricks Ltd for management of drainage problems on 

the footpath alongside the A275 between the brickworks entrance and the Mill Lane 
junction.  

As previously noted within council and at the SLR liaison meeting with Highways, residents have 
complained about the condition of a stretch of footpath alongside South Street. Seepage from the 
factory stockyard behind the bank at the boundary of the brickworks causes intermittent flooding of 
the footpath and a build up of mud and debris. The parish council has been in correspondence 
with the brickworks management and Members agreed that a site visit would be helpful to assess 
their understanding of the problem. The Clerk was asked to contact the factory manager to 
arrange a convenient meeting time. The company is looking into two long term solutions, 
namely digging a trench inside the factory boundary parallel to the A275 and re-directing the water 
south east by using the natural gradient into Ibstock woodland or, subject to the consent of 
Highways, digging a trench underneath the footpath and then joining a pipe into the main A275 
surface water drain.  In the interim the management has arranged to have the footpath swept of 
mud/debris in order to to keep it as clean as reasonably practicable.   
 
13. To consider requests from Chailey Sports Club: 
13.1  LDC fees for the revised pavilion planning application 
Members were advised that the fees for the revised planning application for the sports pavilion 
would amount to £502.50 (after the 50% discount available to parish councils). A sum of £795 had 
previously been spent by the parish council on the first planning application which involved plans 
for a larger building than the £250k building of approx. 200 sq m now envisaged. A sum of £30,000 
has been set aside in the council’s ear-marked reserves towards the new pavilion and Members 
agreed to release part of this sum for the planning application fees subject to provision by the 
Sports Club of evidence that grant funding had been secured in addition to that offered by the 
parish council. Cllr Ellis, Representative to the Sports Club agreed to discuss this matter with the 
Management Committee. 
 
 
 
13.2 Upgrading of CCTV equipment – Mr Beard of the Sports Club had previously queried  
whether an additional CCTV camera could be obtained with improved coverage of the sports pitch 
area, however, in view of the plans to provide a replacement pavilion the Sports Club had agreed 
that additional cameras would only be obtained for the new pavilion. The CCTV system has the 
capacity to be increased from the current 4 cameras to a maximum of 8 cameras. 
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13.3 Japanese knotweed treatment - The Sports Club had contacted the parish council about 
Japanese knotweed growing on land leased by the Sports Club at the south west perimeter of the 
sports pitch. Advice had been received from the Ranger about suitable treatment of the knotweed. 
Legislation puts a duty of care on landowners to eradicate knotweed and Members agreed that the 
matter should be dealt with by both initial and follow up treatments. Quotations are to be obtained 
and checks are to be undertaken that a suitable herbicide is used and that any material removed is 
handled as controlled waste and disposed of safely by a contractor licensed by the Environment 
Agency. 
 
14. To note receipt of a petition from residents of Great Rough for a grit bin, to consider 

further correspondence from the Chairman of the Owners’ Association of New 
Heritage Way and to note additional information received re grit bin provision.  

Members noted the delivery of a petition from residents of Great Rough and further 
representations made on behalf of the residents of New Heritage for provision of grit bins. 
The County Councillor, Meg Stroude, has been asked to make enquiries on behalf of the parish  
council about the standard tariff set by Highways for provision of bins and grit (£273 for the bin 
and  initial stock of grit and £70 for each refill). It was noted that road gritting, grit bin provision  
and road maintenance costs are under review at ESCC Highways. Members commented that they 
would undertake a parish-wide review of grit bin provision as agreed at the P&E meeting held on   
19th January (item 5.6). 
 
15.  To review Parish Maintenance matters:  
15.1  Update on allotment water supply matters : Cllr Downey not present – matter deferred 
to 16.2.10 
15.2  Electrical works at Chailey Windmill, signage, advice on timber infestation and 
insurance matters: 
15.2.1 The recent electrical inspection at the mill indicated a need for a few minor electrical works. 
Further quotations are awaited and the matter was deferred. The electricity is currently not in use 
pending completion of the works. 
15.2.2 Mr Smith, representing The Friends of Chailey Windmill, informed Members about recent 
dialogue with the St George’s Management Committee (St G MC) concerning signage at Chailey 
Windmill. The parish council had received a letter dated 20th August 2009 stating that St G MC is 
‘happy to consider replacing the metal sign with timber signs with the wording and siting agreed 
between David Morris [on behalf of St G MC] and John Smith [on behalf of Friends of Chailey 
Windmill]’ .The only proviso is that all costs are met by the Parish council’. A letter of reply dated 
4th September 2009 confirmed that the parish council would bear the costs by way of grant funding 
and that a check would be carried out with LDC Planning Services to determine whether a planning 
application was required.  
LDC Conservation subsequently stated that the proposed sign at the mill has 'deemed' planning 
consent provided that the sign is within the St George's site - the explanation being that the sign 
must be within the notional curtilage of the mill site to have the deemed consent so that it is on the 
same site as the structure to which it relates. If the sign were to be put up on the common (outside 
the Conservation Area) it would need a planning application. 
The proposed specification for the sign, including design and wording, was notified to Mr Smith on 
6th August. The top panel would read PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO CHAILEY WINDMILL and the bottom 
panel would read PLEASE RESPECT THE PRIVACY OF RESIDENTS.  After receiving confirmation from Mr 
Smith that a ‘two ladder’ design was preferred, the sign was commissioned with funding from 
Action in rural Sussex under the RASP grant (Action in rural Sussex/Rural Access to Services 
Programme). The parish council was informed via Mr Smith in January 2010 that having inspected 
the sign, St G MC would like the additional word ONLY added to the sign however this would not 
be possible at the same size of font given the space available. The parish council was also 
informed that if the words ONLY could not be added that the sign should be outside the St 
George’s site on the common. This would require the consent of North Common Freeholders Ltd 
as landowners and planning consent from LDC. Mr Smith commented that a location outside the 
entrance alongside Mill Lane would, in his opinion, be more obtrusive than one located within the 
site. ESCC ROW have advised the parish council that, subject to verification, the deed dated 
30.4.1997 required as a condition for the planning consent for the re-development of St George’s 
(LW/96/0688F), may qualify as a ‘legal event order’ which in turn may bring about a public right of 
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way ‘definitive map order (DMO)’. If the DMO were to be approved a yellow footpath ROW 
waymarker post could be erected at the St George’s site, if agreement relating to the proposed 
timber ladder sign is not possible. Members expressed the hope that the sign wording and siting 
could be agreed to everyone’s satisfaction and Mr Smith agreed to discuss the matter further with 
Mr Morris.     
15.2.3 Members discussed quotations received from Archer Specialist Treatments Ltd and South 
Coast Preservation Ltd t/a InsituScp for treatment of death watch beetle and common furniture 
beetle. The treatment would be by way of an insecticidal spray. Mr Smith raised concerns about 
the disruption that would be caused to the rural life museum because of the need to give access to 
the timbers which are partly covered by hessian linings and boardings. Temporary storage of 
exhibits would also be a problem. Members discussed guarantees associated with the quotations. 
It was agreed that a further inspection would be carried out with a contractor to determine priority 
areas for treatment including the ground floor timber flooring. 
15.2.4 Members noted advice from Gould & Co relating to insurance cover for the windmill and 
agreed to increase the level of cover to £350,000 with effect from the next renewal date (1st June 
2010). Mr Baker had confirmed that he is satisfied with the assumptions used in the 2008 
Reinstatement Cost Assessment (RCA) and commented that the council could consider increasing 
the level of cover. The resultant increment in insurance premium arising from the increase in cover 
is estimated by the council’s insurers to be £88.42 for 2010-2011. The next RCA is due in 2011. 
Mr Smith was thanked for attending the meeting. 
15.3 Tree works by EDF at Downs View: The EDF Vegetation Manager has been reminded  
that works are outstanding on a sycamore at Downs View adjacent to the EDF pole-mounted 
transformer. 
 
16.  To consider a request to position a skip on the access track on Lane End Common 

adjacent to Rotherfield Farmhouse on a temporary basis. 
Members considered a request from the owner of Rotherfield Farmhouse for the temporary placing 
of a skip on the access track to Rotherfield Farmhouse. After consultation with ESCC Countryside 
Management, Members granted consent subject to the following conditions: 

• the skip is on site for a maximum of 14 days; 
• the skip is placed on the track in such a position as to permit adequate clearance for any 

emergency vehicles (East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service suggest a minimum clearance of 
3.1 metres); 

• the access track is left in a clean and tidy condition after removal of the skip and every care 
is taken to prevent damage to the track and the vegetation of the common.  

Members were informed that solicitors acting for the purchaser of Rotherfield Farmhouse  
are to contact the parish council’s solicitor with regard to the access licence to 
Rotherfield Farmhouse. The parish council’s solicitor will obtain an undertaking with 
regard to recovery of any associated legal fees.  
 
17. CONFIDENTIAL (legal matters)  

To consider correspondence relating to parish council land at South Common. 
Notes for this item appear in Appendix 1 which is classified as 'CONFIDENTIAL' 
 
18. Correspondence for noting. 
Members noted the following items: 

• ‘thank you’ message from Chailey PCC for financial help with tree works; 
• arrangements for a display by the allotment tenants at the Free Church Flower Festival; 
• notification to ESCC Highways of Chailey PC’s priorities for s106 accessibility spend. 

Members had received a correspondence listing and noted the various items.  
 
19. Risk Implications to be considered, including approval of revised Emergency Plan 

(deferred at FC on 20.10.09 item 19). 
The updated contents of the Emergency Plan (emergency services, flooding, pandemics, adverse 
weather, emergency communications, rest/reception centres) were briefly reviewed and Members 
approved acceptance of the revised plan. 
 
20. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: See item 13.  
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21. Any other business for information: 

• Cllr Olbrich reported that Mrs Usborne of Wilding Farmhouse had asked for repairs to be 
carried out on the access track to Wilding Farmhouse. Members stated that the parish 
council has no responsibility to conduct repairs and noted that the track itself had been 
created by the owner of Wilding Farmhouse. 

• Cllr Olbrich reported that a query had been received about tree surgery works on private 
land along Markstakes Lane and Members commented that they were not aware of any 
reason to intervene in or investigate the works.  

• Cllr Olbrich informed Members that a resident had complained about the choice of location 
for the Planning Inquiry for the fencing & grazing scheme in Newick and noted that the 
location was governed by hall availability. A further complaint had been received that it was 
difficult for residents in N. Chailey with restricted mobility to attend the Community 
Transport meeting in South Chailey using public transport.  

• Cllr Ellis reported that due to the heavy snow a tree had fallen across the footpath through 
the Downs View woodland and Members agreed that a quotation should be obtained for  
removal of the fallen branches.  

• Cllr Ellis reported that he would clear metal and glass dumped at Roeheath Village Green 
at his own risk and in his own time. 

• Cllr Gould reported a tree partially obstructing Beggars Wood Road – the matter is to be 
referred to the Ranger if the obstruction is still in place. 

• Cllrs Tillard and Cowan agreed to review the ‘Non Technical Summary’ of the Ibstock 
brickwork’s ‘Review of Minerals Permissions’ in advance of the P&E meeting on 2.3.10. 

 
22. Date of next Planning & Environs Committee Meeting: Confirmed as Tuesday 2nd 
March 2010. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.11 pm. 
 
 
Signed:                                 Date: 
                     

Chairman                                         


