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Initials: Date:  

 
 

Draft minutes subject to confirmation 
 
 

A Meeting of Full Council was held on Tuesday 19th January 2010 in the Reading Room, 
Chailey Green, commencing at 8.53pm. 
 
Present: Cllr P. Olbrich (Chairman) 
Cllrs. D. Cowan, J-P Ellis, M Evans, K. Gould, J. Millam, J. Tillard & L. Waller. 
From item 6 following co-option: Cllr D. Cranfield. 
 
Public present: One (part of meeting). 
 
In attendance: R. Seccombe (Clerk) 
 
1. Apologies: Cllr. P. Carpenter, M Downey.  
 
2. Declarations of interest: None. 
 
3. Items not on the agenda which the Chair of the meeting is of the opinion should be  
 considered as a matter of urgency: None. 
 
4. Council resolution (No. 09/156): to agree and sign as a true record the Minutes of the Full 

Council meeting held on 8th December 2009 and to approve the amendments to the 
following minutes: Full Council minutes 9.12.08 (item 8) – table to include Grants/Donations 
budget of £7k and Full Council minutes 17.11.09 (item 17) - year to date figures to show net 
recurring expenditure of £28,913.05 and operating surplus of £14,086.95.  

 Council decision: Accepted. 
 
5. Matters arising for information: None. 
 
6. To consider co-option of a new Member to the council: 
 Members had previously been circulated with copies of two applications for the post of 

Chailey parish councillor. One applicant was in attendance at the meeting and one had sent 
apologies for the meeting. Both had confirmed their eligibility for service as a parish 
councillor in accordance with the ‘Qualifications for Candidature’ issued by LDC Electoral 
Services. After due consideration, Cllr Millam proposed the following resolution (seconded 
by Cllr Tillard): 
Council resolution (No. 09/157): to co-opt Don (Donald) Cranfield to Chailey Parish 
Council for the remainder of the current electoral term. 

 Council decision: Accepted. 
Mr Cranfield accepted the invitation to become a co-opted Member of the council, signed 
the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and was entered in the Register of Members. Cllr 
Cranfield undertook to complete the required Register of Member’s Interests Form and  
Members welcomed Cllr Cranfield to the council. 
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7. Further consideration of s106 development contributions expenditure priorities – 
New Heritage accessibility contribution:    

Members had previously been supplied with an agenda paper which set out various alternative 
uses of the developer contributions for ‘accessibility’ associated with the New Heritage site (Ref 
LW/06/0700 - £137,600 as at 10.11.2009 due to be spent by 31.7.2012). Having taken account of 
feedback obtained from the recent Chailey Parish Survey 2009 and also ad hoc comments by 
residents, Members agreed on the following preferred use of the funds: to provide a footpath 
alongside the A275 East Grinstead Road between Chailey Green and the North Chailey 
crossroads.  
Members noted that neither funding or available space would permit an adjacent cycleway along 
this proposed stretch of footpath. It was suggested that subject to technical constraints, the 
footpath be located (predominantly though not necessarily exclusively) on the east side of the 
Highway in view of the stretch of common land with protected status bordering the west of the 
A275 on the approach to the N. Chailey crossroads (Memorial Common to the north of the 
Beggars Wood Road junction and its common land outlier south of the Beggars Wood Rd junction). 
Members requested that the survey team at Highways address the issue of how pedestrians can 
safely cross the A275 at points where the proposed and linking existing footpaths switch from one 
side of the carriageway to the other, maximising access to and use of the St Peter's puffin 
crossing.  
Members also discussed provision of a footpath alongside Warrs Hill Rd but noted that the 
requested A275 footpath should take priority and that in any case technical and land related 
constraints were likely to prevent provision of a footpath along Warrs Hill Rd. At the New Heritage 
Public Inquiry the SOS ruled that only the possible 120 unit development would necessitate a 
footpath along Warrs Hill Rd and ultimately planning permission was approved for a 71 unit 
development.  
The Clerk was asked to inform Highways of the Members’ preferred use of s106 developer 
contributions as noted above for a footpath alongside the A275 from Chailey Green to the North 
Chailey crossroads. 
  
8. To consider parish council representation at the fencing and grazing scheme Public 

Inquiry and to discuss adoption of ‘Rule 6’ status or ‘witness’ status:   
Cllr Evans agreed to attend the forthcoming Public Inquiry on behalf of the parish council, to 
observe and then report back to council. No further statements have been sought of the parish 
council subsequent to the representations made during the consultation period for COM 100. The 
Chailey Common LNR MC has advised the parish council that the applicant (ESCC) has obtained  
the services of a number of ‘expert witnesses’ who will attend the Inquiry and make statements 
and address queries from the Inspector/other parties as appropriate.  
 
9. To review arrangements for the public meeting on community transport including 

distribution of the Action in rural Sussex questionnaire and ESCC briefing note.  
Members were informed that AirS was in the process of arranging publicity for the Community 
Transport meeting on 6th February (see item 17 re P&E meeting 5.1.10). Various groups in the 
village are being informed about the meeting and the associated questionnaire. These include 
residents’ associations; existing informal/formal CT providers; local clubs, societies and 
organisations; representatives of other tiers of local authorities and various residents known to 
have an interest in community transport. Members were requested to complete a Community 
Transport questionnaire (deadline 6th March 2010). 
 
10. To review on-going arrangements for provision of professional legal services: 
In accordance with Financial Regulations and the Governance toolkit, expenditure in excess of 
£1,000 should be subject to a ‘value for money’ review by the council. Legal fees not recoverable 
from third parties are in excess of the £1,000 threshold in the current financial year (2009/2010) 
and Members agreed that a periodic review should be carried out to consider the basis for legal 
fees (in addition to verification of fees and disbursements included on individual invoices). The 
Clerk was asked to check the rate offered by the retained SALC solicitors for the purposes of 
comparison with that set by the parish council’s local firm of solicitors. Members noted that 
continuity of provider of legal services was usually desirable since many legal matters extend over 
a long period of time and a considerable degree of background information is built up by the main 
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contacts. Members discussed whether a local office was preferable or not and also considered 
what legal specialisms may be required for a parish council with considerable holdings of common 
land. The matter will be discussed again after further information has been received.    
 
11. To briefly consider HMLR requirements for registration of the council’s land at 

Roeheath Village Green: 
Members noted the solicitor’s advice received with regard to provision of ‘Statutory Declarations’ in 
support of the proposed registration of Roeheath Village Green in Chailey PC’s name with HMLR. 
The green is registered in Chailey PC’s name on the Register of Village Greens maintained by 
ESCC.  Members noted that there have been un-apposed rights exercised for over well in excess 
of 12 years to erect structures on the green; to charge for hire of the green; to maintain the green 
and to grant consents in relation to the green. Since the green is ‘open access’ land restriction of 
access by the landowner does not apply. Members agreed that the green should be registered to 
assist with any instances of encroachment and/or unauthorised encampments and to comply with 
HMLR’s stated wish that all land should be properly registered. The land valuation fees required for 
the purposes of registration were estimated by Cllr Tillard at approx £200-300. The legal fees of 
the registration, previously estimated at £600-700 (without statutory declaration fees) are to be 
investigated further.  

 
12. Reports from Council Representatives on Village Organisations: 

• Cllr Ellis, representative to Chailey Sports Club, stated that the Sports Club would be 
submitting a request to Chailey PC to cover the cost of the planning application fees for the 
revised pavilion plans (on land leased by Chailey PC). It was noted that damage had been 
done to the surface of the sports ground on 17th January 2010 by horseriders galloping 
across the pitch despite being told emphatically by passers by that they should not ride on 
the pitch. Further information about the incident is being sought and signage is being 
reviewed. The scope of CCTV coverage is also being reviewed.  

• Cllr Evans informed Members that RVRC would henceforth function as an e-mail network 
and Members agreed that Cllr Evans should act as the parish council rep to this e-mail 
forum. 

• Cllr Cowan, representative to Chailey Parish Hall, stated that the management committee 
meeting had been postponed due to the recent adverse weather. 

 
13. Finance Report to Council, including review of third quarter actual vs budget 

financial statement and review of Parish Maintenance expenditure:  
Members were circulated with details of bank balances as at 31st December 2009 and bank credit 
ratings as at 12th January 2010. Ledger bank balances as at 31st December 2009 amounted to 
£4,968.79 (current account) and £42,158.59 (deposit account). Details of receipts and payments 
including the Clerk's salary and expenses were provided for inspection by Members 
(December 2009 listing). The net operating cash surplus before capital expenditure for the 
9 months to 31st December 2009  was reported at £4,645.62. Capital expenditure incurred in 
the year to date amounts to £18,175.28. Members were once again informed that the proposed 
transfer of a sum of £25k to a fixed term 6 month fixed rate deposit account will take place once 
all the signatories have provided identity details to the bank.  
Members were provided with notes on various financial transactions over the past month. 
Members were informed that ESCC Highways had made a contribution of £675 towards the costs 
of guide posts. With regard to the annual Parish Maintenance budget of £7,630 for 2009/2010 a 
total of £6,503 had been incurred (yr to date) under operating expenditure net of RASP grants and 
a total of £3,895 (yr to date) net of ESCC grants had been incurred under capital expenditure. The 
capital expenditure referred to was not covered by ear-marked reserves brought forward and so in 
effect there was already a deficit for the year to date against the annual budget provision for parish 
maintenance.  
As at 31st December 2009 the operating surplus for the year to date amounted to £4,646 and 
general reserves amounted to £8,442 (£47,127 cash on deposit less ear-marked reserves of 
£38,685). Members were provided with a review of 9 mth actual vs full year budget with 
commentary on the anticipated full year out-turn for each major category of revenue and 
expenditure. Accounts are prepared on a cash accounting basis with the greatest value of 
quarterly transactions (both revenue and expenditure) occurring in the first three quarters of the 
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year. 
 
14. To consider arrangements for recruitment of a replacement Clerk/RFO and 
commissioning of SALC’s Recruitment Services: 
Members noted with regret that the Clerk had resigned and Members were informed that subject 
to any further discussions with the Personnel Committee, the Clerk would be dealing with council 
business until the end of the week of the March Full Council, ie until 19th March 2010, followed by 
accrued annual leave and that a handover/induction period would hopefully be arranged with an 
incoming Clerk before the last day of the three month’s notice period ie by 6th April 2010. The 
Personnel Committee informed Members that SALC had been appointed to carry out recruitment 
services and Members approved the fixed fee of £250. Members discussed publicity about the 
vacancy and agreed to limit publicity to Chailey News, the Parish Pumps, the Chailey community 
website, the SALC website and notices around the village. Members considered quotations of 
£280 and £600 for newspaper advertisements about the vacancy and decided not to proceed with 
them at this point in time. Members were informed that in conjunction with SALC, the Personnel 
Committee has prepared an application pack comprising : job application, job description, person 
specification and further particulars. Cllrs Olbrich and Waller will select candidates for interview. 
Members noted that the deadline for application is 19th February and that interviews will be 
conducted in the first week of March at the Reading Room. 
 
15.  Parish maintenance matters: 
15.1 Damage at parish allotments. Members were informed that the gate padlock had broken 
again and was under repair and that a tap on the stand near plot 14 had been reported to be  
‘sawn off’. Cllr Downey reported that he had checked whether an anti backflow valve could be 
attached to the main tap near the site’s gate and suggested that it would be vulnerable to failure  
due to freezing and thawing. He recommended the provision of a stopcock. He was asked to 
examine the tap near plot 14 and report back to council.  
15.2 Access points to Three Acre Field and derelict horse shelter   
Members were informed that the council’s grazing field known as Three Acre Field in North Chailey 
has two points of access – the official gated access at the end of the track on the west side of the 
allotments and a secondary gateway at the north eastern corner of the field giving direct access on 
to the common. A check is to be made on the fencing line included in the ESCC fencing and 
grazing scheme application to see whether the fence line would block use of the secondary 
access.  Members were informed that minimal use appears to be made of the grazing field despite 
the annual rental being fully paid. There is heavy infestation of thistles on the eastern side of the 
field and a lean to shelter is in an extremely poor state of repair. The tenant is to be contacted with 
regard to the matters raised above. 
15.3 Tree works and subsequent snow related tree damage at Roeheath Village Green 
Cllr Olbrich reported that a tree had fallen on the access way to Wilding Farmhouse at Roeheath 
Village Green due to the weight of snow. Cllr Ellis agreed to arrange for the tree to be cleared at 
his own risk and expense in exchange for the timber offcuts.  Cllr Millam stated that the work 
should be undertaken with appropriate liability cover and Cllr Ellis confirmed that those engaged in 
the works would have the necessary cover and training. 
15.4 Update on Swan House payphone box adoption problems 
Members were informed that BT had reviewed their adoption procedures for BT payphones in view 
of widespread concern over the high level of charges for disconnection or for un-metered supply 
(UMS). The annual charge of £17 for UMS previously quoted on the BT website was considerably 
lower than the revised tariffs recently announced by electricity suppliers (in excess of £200 pa per 
box). Chailey PC had been advised that the payphone box electricity disconnection charge would 
be £443.90.  BT had announced on 19.1.10 that a revised contract is on offer with adoption for £1 
and costs of electricity provision to be borne by BT. Members agreed to take up this new ‘option 1’ 
BT’s solicitors are in the process of developing a new national adoption agreement for option 1 and 
so the Swan House box formal adoption is still awaited. 
15.5 Annual grounds maintenance contract : short-listing of contractors for tendering 
Members were reminded that the annual grounds maintenance contract runs to the end of 
March 2010. The current contractor (provider of services on an inflation adjusted contract 
for the past three years) is to be asked to quote for the forthcoming year. Compliance with 
the council’s tendering procedures and current market rates for mowing,strimming etc will be 
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considered at Full Council on 16.2.10. 
 
16.  Correspondence for noting: 
Members received a listing of correspondence received which was noted. 
16.1 Query re Kilnwood Lane properties and restrictions on purchase by tenants 
Members were informed about a query from a resident of Kilnwood Lane concerning ‘right to buy’. 
Dis Cllr Davy had been consulted and the matter was being investigated by the Housing 
Association and by LDC’s Housing Services. Members stated that they were not aware of any 
specific s106 or other conditions affecting the ‘right to buy’ status of properties on Kilnwood Lane 
and were not able to assist with this query. 
16.2 Notification of CPC policy re common land encroachment to Countryside Management 
and further information received. 
Members noted that the council’s views on encroachment and on the fence line (see confidential 
appendix 1 dated 8.12.2009) had been notified to the Chailey Common LNR MC and that 
information had been received on action taken by the Ranger/CC LNR MC when instances of 
encroachment had arisen.  
16.3 Chailey PC’s representation re the ESCC Waste and Minerals consultation (deadline 
extended) 
Members were provided with a copy of the parish council’s representation to ESCC Transport & 
Environment’s Waste & Minerals policy team, noting its strong objection to the proposed 
Newick/Piltdown landraise site. 
16.4 Arrangements for the Cinder Hill COM 59 site inspection by the Planning Inspectorate  
Cllr Tillard agreed to attend the Cinder Hill site visit by the Planning Inspectorate on 4th February 
2010 and then to report back to council. The visit relates to a retrospective s38 application for a 
new access way across common land.  
  
17.  CONFIDENTIAL (legal matters) Update on any legal correspondence received re 

access way and encroachment matters within the parish. 
Notes of meeting for this item are classified as 'CONFIDENTIAL' (Appendix 1). 
 
18. Risk implications, including public liability aspects of gritting policy. 
During the course of item 5 at the P&E meeting held earlier on 19.1.10 Members were circulated 
with a briefing note on public liability aspects of grit bin provision. 
 
19. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17, including revival of the NHW 

network in N. Chailey and criminal damage at the parish allotments. 
Residents in the Lower Station Rd/Oxbottom Lane area are to revive a NHW group and Sussex  
Police have been contacted for assistance. See 15.1 above for details of damage to equipment at 
the parish allotments. 
 
20. Any Other Business. 

• Cllr Gould commented on the ongoing drainage problems along the western side of the 
Whitegates Close and Mill Brooks areas of S. Chailey associated with infiltration of willow 
tree roots into the drains network. 

• Cllr Evans commented that the Church Commissioners have indicated that the sale of St 
Mary’s, N. Chailey for residentail conversion is expected to proceed in April/May of 2010 
and that further discussions are being held between the purchaser’s agents and LDC 
Planning 

 
Date of next Full Council meeting: Confirmed as 16th February 2010. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.14pm. 
 
Signed:  
  Chairman                                                             Date: 


