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The increase in the Precept for 2019/20 means that the amount to be paid by a

household with a property in Band D for Council Tax purposes will be £47.10p per

annum, an annual increase of £2.67p or (if paying Council tax over 10 months) a

monthly increase of 27 pence. The additional amount payable will be lower for

properties in Council Tax Bands A to C and higher for those in Bands E and above.

In total the Council is budgeting to spend £80,210 in 2019/20. For the most part this

expenditure will be met from the amount raised by the Precept and from the use of

reserves held by the Council. In recent years the Council has set the Precept at

around the level necessary to meet the normal costs of running the Parish (after

taking account of the small amount of income and grant received). To balance the

books in this way in 2019/20 would have meant raising the Precept by over 8% but

Councillors have resolved to restrict the increase to 6%. Overall the Precept will raise 

£61,389. 

Each year the Parish Council spends money under a number of headings, for

example on maintaining, protecting and running Parish assets and facilities,

including important buildings such as the Reading Room and the Windmill. It also

makes grants and provides financial support to a number of local organisations, for

example the Parish Hall and the Bonfire Society. It pays the costs of maintaining the

Parish Office and of employing the Clerk. After allowing for about £3,700 by way of

sundry income and grant, the Council estimates that it will need almost £63,000 to

meet the normal costs that it will incur next year.

The Council has included in its budget £2,000 for meeting the costs of working up

two special projects which, it is aware, many residents would like to see come to

fruition. These are the provision of a crossing over the A275 in South Chailey and

the creation of play provision somewhere in Chailey. Both projects would require

significant funding which could not be met from either the Precept (the amount

which is allocated to the Parish Council and which is included each year in the overall

Council Tax paid by residents) or from Council reserves. The small amount included

in the budget for next year will enable the Council to explore the options and the

availability of sources of funding. 
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In addition, the Council expects to spend money under other headings which

represent one off or special costs. Next year these costs include the costs of holding

Parish Council elections and completing the refurbishment of the Sports Pavilion. The

Council also expects to incur costs completing the production of the Neighbourhood

Plan and steering this through the various procedures that will be required in order

to bring the Plan into effect.


